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Al. the following State Papers will become the 


ſubject very | intereſting diſcuſſion in Parlia- 
I N nent g ubey are publiſhed i this diſtin and com- 
85 pact manner, that the Public may have an opportu= 
nity of reforting to them at all timgs, or when * 

are referred to in Parliamentary debates. 
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RELATIVE ro THE 


 NEGOCHATION AT LISLE, 
OT "a 


7 5 * 


Official Note.—L oy Grenville to the Minter * 
Foreign 4 [fairs of the French Republic. 


HE ſignature of the preliminaries of a peace; 

the definitive concluſion of which is to put 

an end to the Continental war, appears to afford to 
the two governments of Great Britain and France, 
a natural opportunity, and new facilities, for the re- 
newal of pacific negociations between them: A part 
of the obſtacles, which might have retarded this ſa- 
lutary work, no longer exiſting; and the intereſts to 
be treated of being, after this event, neither ſo ex. 
tenſive, nor ſo complicated as they were before, - 
The Courts of London always defirous of em- 
pio ſuch means as are beſt calculated to contri- 
bute to this object, fo intereſting to the happineſs of 
the two nations, is unwilling to omit renewing to 
the French government the aſſurance of the conti- 
nuance of its diſpoſitions on this ſubject. And the 
underſigned is authoriſed to propoſe to the Miniſter 
for Foreign to enter without delay, and in 
„ LA: 2 q fuch 


ſuch manner as ſhall be ju dged the n 


oft expedient, 
upon the diſcuſſion of the views and pretenſions of 

each party for the regulation of the preliminaries of a 
peace, which may be definitively arranged at the fu- 
ture Congreſs. 

As ſoon as the form of this negociation ſhall be 
agreed upon, the Britiſh government will be ready 
to concur in it, by taking, on its part, ſuch meaſures 
as are the moſt proper for accelerating the re. eſta- 
bliſhment of the pablic W e 


(Signed) ' GRENVILLE, ; 
Weſtminſter, June 1. 1797. | 
* No. * 
u! Natt—The Mini Ner for Foreign 22 to 
= Lord Grenville. 


Trix underſigned Miniſter for Foreign Affairs 'of 
| the French Republic, loſt no time in laying before 
the Executive Directory the note which was tranſ- 
mitted to him on the iſt of June, (O. S.) by Lord 
Grenville, in the name of his Britannic Majeſty. He 8 
7s directed to anſwer it. | 
The Executive Directory ſees with ſatisfaction the 

deſire which the Cabinet of St James's exprefles to 
put an end, at length, to the calamities of war. It 
will receive with eagerneſs the overtures and propo- 
— which ſhall be made to it by the Court of Eng- 
and. 
The Executive Diredory defires notwithſtanding, 
that the negociations ſhould be ſet on foot at once 
for a definitive treaty, This proceeding appears to 


the Directory preferable to a congreſs, of which the 


reſult muſt be remote, and which does not corre- 


Spa with the ardent 2 mh it * to re-ellabliſh, 


= 


833 


as quickly as poſible, 2 between the two powers 
| (Signed) . CH. DELACROIX. ., 
Poris, 16 Prairial, 5th 7 of the French 


; — one =o indiui 1 35 June 4 1797- 


"No. III Mr 
Oficial Note —L ord Grenville to the Mini ther for 
n Foreign Aﬀaire. 1 


TE Court of London has received, with the . 
greateſt ſatisfaction, the aſſurances of the diſpoſitions 


of the Executive Directory to entertain with -eagers 
neſs the pacific overtures of Great Britain, as well 


as of its deſire to re-eſtabliſh, as ſoon as poſlible, : 


peace between the two powers. 
Anxious 'to contribute to it in every ching which 
can depend upon itſelf, the Britiſh government will 


not delay to ſend to Faris, or to ſuch other place 


upon the Continent as may be agreed upon, a Mi- 
niſter, to treat and conclude with the Plenipotentia» 


ry who ſhall be appointed by the Executive Direc- 


tory. 

The nnderfignad | is directed to deſire to know the 
wiſh of the Directory, as to the place of the nego- 
ciation, in order that a ſpeedy determination may be 


taken here upon that ſubject; and to requeſt the 
Miniſter for Foreign Affairs to ſend him, without 


delay, the neceſſary paſſports, to enable the King's 
Plenipotentiary to repair immediately to his deſtina- 


tion. The queſtion of ſigning preliminary or deſi- 


nitive articles, will neceſſarily depend upon the pro- 

greſs and turn of the negociations, to which, on the 
part of Great Britain, will be brought the moſt ſin- 

Bus: deſire for the ſpeedy re-eſtabliſhment of peace. 
(Signed) | GRENVILLE. 


Ne gPminfer, Fune 8. . 
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No. IV. 


OHcial Note. —The Miniſter for Foreign 4 {fairs 10 


a Lord Grenville. 


Taz Executive Directory of the French Republic 
has ſeen, with ſatisfaction, by the Official Note of 
Lord Grenville, dated June 8. (O. S.) that 7 on 
Court of London ſhews itſelf. diſpoſed to ſet on foot, 


without delay, the negociation for which/it has late⸗ 


Jy made an overture. Filled with the ſame Lager- 
neſs, convineed that the intentions of the Britiſh Go. 
vernment are ſuch as it deſcribes them, the Directory 
has directed the underſigned, Miniſter for Foreign 
Affairs, to tranſmit to Lord Grenville the neceſſary 
paſſports for a Miniſter -furniſhed with full powers 
for the purpoſe of negociating a definitive and ſepa- 
rate Treaty of Peace with the French Republic. 


The Executive Directory has fixed upon the Com- 
mune of Liſle as the place of meeting for the re- 


ſpective Plenipotentiaries. (Signed) 
CH. DELACROIXs 


A. Paris 2 3 Prairial 5th year of the 
French Republic, June 11.1 797. 


\ 2 No. v. 
Liberty, Lquality.Fraternity, Union. 
In the name of the French Republic. 


To all Officers, civil and military, charged to 
maintain public order in the different departments of 
France, and to make the French name reſpected a+ 


broad, 


Allow _ 


| 
<1 
| 
1 
= 
1 


6 #4 
Allow to paſs freely 


furniſhed with the full powers of his n M ajefty 
for the purpoſe of negociating, concluding, and figning a 


| Definitive and Separate Treaty of Peace with the 
French Republic, Native of, &c. &c. 8 


_ going to Liſle, Department of the North, the place ap- 
Pointed for the Negociation, © without 
giving or ſuffering any hindrance to be ”-” to him. 


tl 


This Paſſport ſhall be in force fer De- 


cades only. 


Given at Paris; the 2 3d Prairial, 5th year of 


the Republic, one and indivifible. | 
The Miniſter of Foreign 


Affairs, . (Signed) CH. 3 


By che Miniſter, (Signed) r. GUIRADET, 
| No. W.. | 


Offcial Note—L ord Grenville to the Mini _ 1 


Foreign Afﬀairs, | 


THE Underſigned has received from the Miniſter 
for Foreign Affairs of the French Republic his Offi- 


cial Note, with the paſſport which accompanied it. 
The Court of London willingly accepts the propo- 

ſal of the French Government with reſpect to the 

place of negociation, and conſents that Liſle ſhall be 


appointed as the place of meeting for the reſpective 


Plenipotentiaries : it being always underſtood that 
the King's Plenipotentiary ſhall have liberty to dif- 


patch his couriers directly from Lifle to Dover, by 


way of Calais ; and that the Engliſh veſlels, appoint» 
ed for keeping up this communication, ſhall be allow- 
5d freely to go into, and come out of the port of Ca- 

| lais, 
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: BY and to paſs i in perfect ſafety between that city 


and Dover. 


With reſpect to che paſſport, the Underſigned finds BY 
himſelf under the neceſſity of remarking, that the 
terms in which this inſtrument is drawn up, differ 


from the uſual form, by the particular deſeription, 


which is inſerted in them, of the nature and extent 
of the powers, and of the miſion of the King $ Ple- 


nipotentiary. 


This new form appears liable to produce, i in many _ 


inſtances, conſiderable. inconvenience; and, accor- 


ding to the terms uſed in this particular inſtance, it 
would have the diſadyantage of not anſwering exact- 
Iy to the powers an the miſſion of the Miniſter in 


queſtion. 
His full powers, ae up in the uſual "wy will 


include every caſe; and, without preſcribing to 
him any particular mode of negociation, will give 
him the moſt unlimited authority to conclude any ar- 
ticles of treaties, whether preliminary or definitive, 
as might beſt conduce to the ſpeedy re-eſtabliſhment 
of peace, which is the ſole object of his miſſion. 
But the Court of London does not by any means 
make a point of concluding a Preliminary Treaty, 
and would prefer only that mode, whatever it may. 


be, which ſhall be fqund the beſt calculated to acce - 


lerate the concluſion of peace. 

Ihe King's Plenipotentiary then will be equally 
ready, and authorized to begin thenegociation with- 

out delay, upon either footing; upon the footing 

of a Preliminary Treaty or, ſhould ſuch continue 

to be the with of the Directory, upon that of a Defi- 

nitive Treaty. 

As to what regards the queſtion of a ſeparate 

Treaty—there would be no objection to ſettling, by 


a Areaty of this kind, whatever relates to the reſpec- 
tive 


© by 63 oÞ Wt op 


bed fn, bod fand 3 
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C * } 
tive intereſts of France and of Great Britain, as has 
been uſually the practice in ſimilar caſes: But the 
| King cannot allow any doubt to ſubſiſt as to his in- 
tention of providing for what is due to the intereſts 

of his Ally Her Moſt Faithful Majeſty. And, in 
purſuance of the ſame principles, his Majeſty will 
not refuſe to enter into ſuch explanations with re- 
ſpect to the intereſts of Spain and Holland as way: ap- 
pens neceſſary for the re-eſtabliſhment of peace. 

After this frank and preciſe explanation, the ** 
tin Government is perſuaded that the Directory will 
not delay to tranſmit to them a paſſport for the Bri- 
tiſnh Plenipotentiary and his ſuite, in the uſual form, 
and ſuch as was ſent in the month of October laſt, 
for the miſſion with which Lord Malmeebury Was 
then charged. | 

In this expectation, * "for the fake of Win 
all delay, his Majeſty has already made choice of the 
ſame Miniſter to — him on this important oc- 
caſion. And the Underſigned is charged to enquire 
on what day the French Plenipotentiary will be at 
Liſle, in order that Lord Amn may arrive | 
there at the ſame tine. 


| 75 Gnade 
| "y enger, June . 1797. { 
No. vn. | 
2 Nate.—Te M inifter for er. 4 aire, 10 
Lord Grenuille. 


Tun underſigned Miniſter for Foreign Affairs has 

laid before the Directory, immediately upon its re- 

ceipt, the Official Note agdrefſed to him by Lord 

Gremille dated June 17. 1797 (O. S.) He loſes 
B 


no 


D 


r 


CJ. 
no time in replying to it, according to the orders 


which he has receive. 


The Directory, partaking moſt ſincerely | inthe pa- 


cific ſentiments which his Britannic Majeſty announ- 


ces, and, wiſhing to bring the negociation as quick. 


ly as poſſible to a happy iſſue, perſiſts. in requiring 


that the reſpective Plenipotentiaries ſhall; begin im- 
mediately upon their meeting to treat of a Definitive 
Treaty. The Directory accepts, with ſatisfaction, 


the conſent of his Britannic Majeſty upon the ſub- 
jet, expreſſed in the Note of Lord Grenville, 


The Directory conſents, that his Britannic Maje- ö 
ſty ſhall make, by his Plenipotentiaries, ſuch propo- 
ſals or ſtipulations as he ſhall think proper for Her 


Moſt Faithful Majeſty, as in return the Plenipoten- 
tiaries of the Republic will do for their Allies his 
Catholic Majeſty and the Batavian Republic. 


Ihe Directory conſents, that the negociation ſhall 
be opened with Lord Malmesbury.' Another choice 


would,” however, have appeared to the Direct 


to augur more favourable for the ſpeedy concluſion 


of peace. 


The Directory requires, that it ſhall be eſtabliſhed | 


as a principle, that each Engliſh packet-boat, which 
ſhall have brought over either the Plenipotentiary.or 
a Courier, ſhall return without delay, and ſhall not 
be allowed to make any ſtay. The Directory will 
give orders, that a French packet-boat ſhall be fur- 
niſhed, without delay, to each of the Couriers whom 
the Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majeſty ſhall 


diſpatch, The Directory defires, at the ſame time, 
that the Couriers ſhould not be ſent too frequently ; 


the frequent ſending them having been one of the 


principal cauſes of the rupture of the former nego- 


ciation. ; f 
After 


a. © keto. 1 ad. 


Fasern 


832 


— 
22 


„ 1 
After the above explanation, it becomes unnecef- _ 
'  fary to tranſmit to Lord Grenville a new paſſport ; 


the reſtrictions which he apprehended were to be 
found in that which has been addreſſed to him "being 
entirely done away. 

The French . will have arrived at 
Liſle by the time at which Lord mn, can 


| himſelf be there. (Signed) „ 
CH. DELACROIX. 


Parts, - Me 2 (June 20. * 97) 


Oficial Note—Lord Geenville to the Minj er fir To. 
| reign Affairs. 


TuE Underſigned has laid before the King the 
Official Note of the French Government, which he 
received the £3d of the preſent month. _ 

As to the two firſt articles of this Note, both par- 
ties are agreed. On this point, therefore, there 
is nothing to be added to the explanations already 
given; in conſequence of which explanations, 
Lord Malmesbury will, without delay, proceed to 
Liſle, to enter into a negociation with the French 
Plenipotentiaries, for the completion of a Definitive 
Treaty. The remark of the Directory upon the 
choice which his Majeſty has thought fit to make of 
his Plenipotentiary being n of a nature not to 
require any anſwer, 

The ' Britiſh Government agrees to the arrange- 
ment propoſed for the packet, boats ; provided that a 

French packet boat ſhall be furniſhed regularly, and- 
without the leaſt delay, for each courier which the 
Britiſh Plenipotentiary ſhall find it neceſſary to diſ- 

Patch: the exerciſe of his inconteſtible right in this 

| | B 2 reſpect 


1 


reſpect being to be governed by his own diſcretion 
only, with a view to bringing the negociation with 
which he is charged to a ſpeedy and ſucceſsful end. 
With regard to the rupture of the laſt negocia- 
tion, the circumſtances and the motives of it are 
known to all Europe; and it is not at the moment 
of entering into a new pacific diſcuſſion, that the 
Britiſh Government conceives it can be of any uſe to 
recal them to recolle&ion. | 
Lord Malmesbury will ſet out from London on the 
zoth of this month, to proceed to Calais; from 
whence he will arrange his departure according to 
the notification he may receive of the day on which 
the French Miniſters may reach Liſle. 


(Signed) _ GRENVILLE. 
We gPminſer June 26. I 797. 
No. IN, 
22 Note. The Mini iter for Foreign 22 70 
| Lord Grenville: | 


Tur ; Underſigned Miniſter for Foreign Affairs loſt 
no time in laying before the Executive Directory the 
Official Note addreſſed to him by Lord Grenville, 
dated the 21ſt June (O. S.) 8th of the preſent n 
Meſſidor. 

In anſwer to this Note, E has the honour to alls- 
clare to Lord Grenville, that the Plenipotentiaries 
charged by the Directory with the negociation are 
already aſſembled at Liſle, and that the conferences 
may be ſet on foot as' ſoon as the Plenipotentiary of 
his Britannic Majeſty ſhall have arrived there. Pro- 
viſion has been made that there ſhall never be a want 
of packet boats for the couriers which he * think 


Proper to ſend to London: 
The 


r 


N * 


2 


| En 
The Underſigned, at the ſame time, apprizes Lord 


Grewwille, that a copy of this Note will be delivered 
to Lord Malmesbury, on his arrival at Calais, in or- 


der that there may be nothing to hinder his immediate 


departure for Liſle. (Signed) 
| Ci. DELACROIX:; 


Paris, 11 Me lefider, 5th year: (June 29: 1797- ) 


Ne. X. 


Extrait of a di iſpatch from Lord N almeſtury: ts 
Lord Grenville, dated Z Ne, July 6, T. ns 
8 | M. 1797. | 


My Lonp; x 


Havre had this morning my firſt conference with 


the French Plenipotentiaries, and having 3 
exchanged our full powers, I think it my duty to di 

patch a meſſenger, in order that his Majeſty may 
have the earlieſt information of this circumſtance.— 
My diſpatch however muſt be confined to this alone, 
as nothing whatever has paſſed yet le to the 


| 0 W itſelf. 


No. XI. quality. Liberty 


: Ext xtra? from the Regiſters of the Deliberations of the 


Executive Directory. 


Paris, che zoth Prairial, 5th year of the French Republic 
one and indiviſible. 


Tas Executive Directory, after 1 heard the 


1 of the Miniſter for Foreign 2 decrees as 


6 5 

The Citizens Letourneur, heretofore Member of 
the Executive Directory, Pleville le Pelley, and Ma- 
ret, are authoriſed to negociate with the Miniſter 
Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majeſty, the Treaty 
of Peace to be concluded between the French Repu- 
blic and Great Britain. The Directory gives them 
the neceſſary full powers for agreeing upon and ſign- 
ing the articles of the treaty to be made. They ſhall 


conform themſelves to the inſtructions which have 55 


been, or ſhall be given to them by the Executive 
Directory, to whom they ſhall render an account of 
the progreſs and the iſſue of the negociation. 

They are equally authoriſed, and under the ſame 
conditions, to ſtipulate for the allies of the Republic, 
his Catholic Majeſty and the Batavian Republic. 

The Citizen Colchen, appointed Secretary Gene- 
ral to the French Legation, is authoriſed to aſſiſt at 
the conferences, to afford the information which ſhall 
be required of him, and to take a note of what ſhall 
be agreed upon and ſettled. . 
I) be preſent decree ſhall not be printed for the pre- 


ſent. | 


Ikhbe Preſident of the Executive Directory, 
(A true copy) 3533 
By the Executive Directory, the Secretary General, 


LAGARDE. 


No: XII. 


Extradts of a Diſpatch from Lord M almeſbury to 
Lord Grenville, dated Liſie, July 11, 1797. 


I Trap the honour in my laſt, by Brooks, of tie 
th inſtant, to inform your Lordſhip of my arrival 
22 5 e 5 bere; 


9 
) 


here; of the manner in which I had been received, 
and of my having, in the uſual form, exchanged my 
full powers with the French Plenipotentiaries. 

On Friday the 7th, at noon, we held our ſecond 
conference, 7 05 

I opened this e en ne with the French 
Plenipotentiaries,: by ſaying,” that I myſelf had no 
| obſervations to make on their full powers, which ap- 
peared to be conformable to thoſe uſually given by 
the Directory to their Plenipotentiaries, and of courſe 
muſt be conſidered as ſufficient for the purpoſes ex- 
preſſed in them; that I, however, had tranſmitted 


them by a meſſenger to my Court, and reſerved to 


myſelf the right of communicating any objections or 
remarks which I might receive by the return of my 
meſſenger, relative to them. | 
M. le Tourneur, to whom, as Preſident of the | 
| Commiſſion, I addreſſed myſelf, replied, that they had 
taken preciſely the ſame ſteps as myſelf; that they con- 
fidered the full powers J had given in, as in due form, 
and ſufficient; but that they alſo reſerved to them- 
ſeelves the ſame right, in regard to inſtructions they 
might receive from the Directory on this ſubject, as 
I had claimed in regard to my Court. 

To this, of courſe, I aſſented. 

On Saturday the 8th inſtant I gave in che e | 
preciſely as I had received it from your Lordſhip ; 2 
copy of which (A) as it is tranſlated into French, I 
think it my duty to incloſe. 

One of the French Plenipotentiaries mona that 
ſome time ſhould be given to take the propoſals I had 
made into conſideration, and begged of me merely 
for the fake of accuracy, and to help their memory, 
that I would be good enough either to let M. Col- 
5 chen put down on paper, or ace ſend them a note 
con- 


( 16 ) b 
containing the words with which J wiſhed the articles 
left in blank to be filled up. I readily acquieſced in 


. 


them the incloſed note (B): 


from the French Plenipotentiaries, and in conſequence 
of it went to the propoſed conference yeſterday. 
One of the French Plenipotentiaries informed me 
on the ſubject of the Projet I had given them, and 


ſtructions did not enable them to anſwer, they had, 
after having given them a very ſerious attention, fent' 


duty to make on them, to the Directory, and that 


municate it to me. But that, in the mean while, not 
to delay the progreſs of the negociation, they wiſhed 
that ſeveral points which he termed inſulated, but 


5 N * — 
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he ſaid, inſeparably connected with the general ſub- 
ject of peace, might be diſcuſſed and got rid of now, 
if I had no objection, and that it was with this view 


expreſſing any diſapprobation to this mode of pro- 
ceeding, one of the French Plenipotentiaries began, 
by ſaying, that in the preamble of the treaty the title 
of King of France was uſed; that this title, they con- 
tended, could no longer be inſiſted on the abolition 
of it was in a manner eſſential to the full acknow- 
ledgment of the French Republic, and that as it was 


Au Sy R — 
* e — y n A _ 5 * * OG, 8 2 rr ee — 
—̃ El ]«˙ ou ͥAd 7-7 ME S/ — — 8 E 9 * rr ET INES - 
woe . _ ” 44k 8 * 8 ds — = 5 2 8 * 7 n q 5 LY _ a ty Ws x 3 1 
5 „ 8 —— FF . 95 2 — p — an. 3 — — — — " Naa | 
N 9 =D * ” 2 8 Ada nnn W n _ 
# : * VE a2 SO a CASEY 2 $0 42 Sy >, 3 ann I oy ng 
P 0 — CLUE ER e Dre : . 
— * * 5 
* — 
* - 
5 - - h 
- 
* 
* 


* 5 PP 
% * — 3 „ = 
- 


otherwife in rhe ſenſe in which it applied to them, he 


n „„ n — 
. , n Gods Ae a A xn 5 8 22 
ö 8989 wat "2 
— n my e . = 
* 


F 
8 3 . — - 


ceſſion. | 5 


— 


the latter mode, and immediately on my return ſent 


On Sunday evening I received the incloſed note(C) | 


the note with which I had accompanied it, that as 
theſe papers contain many points on which their in- 


them, with ſuch obſervations as they had thought it their 


the moment they received an anſwer they would com- 
\Which, though not referred to in our projet, were, 


they had requeſted me to meet them. On my not 


8. ©, a. 2. TE CEE CI FI OS Hen 


merely titularas far as related to his Majeſty, but quite 
hoped it would not be conſidered as an important con- 
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I informed him, that on all "RP? occaſions 4 W 
parate article had been agreed to, which — 
to me to anſwer every purpoſe they required, and 
which it was my intention, as the treaty advanced, to 

have propoſed, as proper to make part of this. The 
article (the firſt of the ſeparate ones in the treaty of 
1783) was then read; but they objected to it, as 
tin Fully meeting their views. It was to the title it- 
ſelf, as well as to any right which might be ſuppoſed 
to ariſe from it, that they objected. I could ſcarce 
allow myſelf td treat this mode of reaſoning ſeriouſly. 
J endeavoured to make them feel that it was cavel- 
ling for a mere word; that it was creating difficul- 
ties where none exiſted; and that if all the French 
Monarchs in the courſe of three centuries had allow. - 
ed this to-ſtand in the preamble of all treaties and 
tranſactions between the two countries, I could not 
conceive, after its having been' uſed for ſo long a pe- 
riod without any claim or pretenſion being ſet forth 
in conſequence of it, how it could now affe& either 
the dignity, ſecurity, or importance of the Republi 

— that in fact ſuch titles have ever been conſidered i 
indefeaſable, and as memorials and records of fornier 
greatneſs, and not as pretenſions to preſent power; 
and I quoted the titles of rhe Kings of Sardinia and, 
Naples, &c. as examples exactly in point. I argued” 
however in yain. They treated it very gravely, and 
made fo ſtrong a ſtand upon it, that I could not a- 
yoid taking it for reference, which 1 thought it bet- 
ter to do, than, feeling as J did at the moment, to puſh : 
the converſation farther. 

The ſecond inſulated point was a very material one 
indeed, and which, although it has been adverted to 

as a propoſal that might poſſibhy be brought forward, 
].confeſs came upon me e was, to aſk 
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© ether reſtitution of the ſhips taken and deſtroyed at 
Toulon, or an equivalent for | They grounded | 
this claim on the preliminary Declaration made by . 


Lord Hood on his taking poſſeſſion of Toulon; and 
on the eighth article of the Declaration of the Com- 


mittee of the Sections to him. They ſaid, peace they 
hoped was about to be re-eſtabliſhed ; that his Ma- 


jeſty, in acknowledging the Republic, admitted that 
a Sovereignity exiſted in the French Government; 


and of courſe that the ſhips, held only as a depoſit 


by England till this legal authority was admitted, 
ought now to be reſtored, I replied, that this claim 


was ſo perfectly unlooked for, that it was impoſſible 


for me to have been provided for it in my inſtrace 
tions, and that I could therefore only convey my 


own private ſentiments on it, which were, that they 


could not have deviſed a ſtep more likely to defeat 


the great end of our miſſion. One of the French Ple- 
nipotentiaries ſaid, that he ſincerely hoped not; that 
without the reſtitution of the ſhips, an equivalent 
might be found to effect the purpoſe deſired, ſince 
their great object was, that ſomething ſhould appear 


to prove that this juſt demand had not been oyer- 


looked by them, and was not left upſatigfied by us. 
I told him fairly, I did not ſee where this ęquivalent 
was to be found, or how it could be appreciated ;— 


and that gonſidering the great advantages France had 
already obtained by the war, and thoſe ſhe yas like- 


ly to obtain from the act of condeſcenfion-I had al- 
ready intimated his Majeſty was diſpoſed to make in 
order to reſtore peace, I was much ſurpriſed. and 
deeply concerned at what I heard. I truſted, there- 
Fore, that this very inadmiſſible propoſal would be 

withdrawn, They ſaid it was not ia their power; 


ip 5 All 
: 


— 
* 7 
- 


1 


and one of them, Sean a written paper before him, 
Which he ſaid were his inſtructions, read to me een 55 
to the effect I have already ſtated, 
I beir third queſtion was as to any mortgage we 
might have upon the Low Countries, in conſequence = 
of money lent to the Emperor by Great Britain— 
, They wiſhed to know if any ſuch © exiſted,” ſince, as 
they "had taken the Low Countries charged with. al 
9925 incumbrances, they were to declare that they 
ſhould not conſider themſelves bound to anſwer any | 
mortgage given for money lent to the Emperor, for 
the purpoſe of carrying on the war againſt them. 
-1 told them that, without replying to this queſtion, 
ſuppoſing the caſe to exiſt, the exception they requi- 
red ſhould have been ſtated i in their treaty with the 
Emperor, and could not at all be mixed up with ours; 
that if they had taken the Low Countries as they 
ſtood charged with a! their jacumbratices, there could 
be no doubt what theſe words meant; and that if no 
exception was ſtated in the firſt inſtance, none could y 
be made with a retro- active effect. | 
The French Plenipotentiaries, however, were as 
tenacious on this point as on the other two; and as 
I found to every argument 1 uſed that they conſtant- 
ly oppoſed their inſtructions, I had nothing to do, 
dut to defire that they would give me a written pa- 
per, ſtating their three claims, in order that J might 
immediately tranſmit it to your Lordſhip, and on this 
being promiſed, our conference broke up. 
Between four and five P. M. yeſterday, I recei- 
ved the incloſed note (D), and I have loſt no time 
ſince it is in my poſſeſſion in preparing to ſend away 
a meſſenger, as independent of the e ſub- 
jects brought forward in this laſt conference, and 
which it is material ſhould be communicated with- 
out delay, I am anxious his Majeſty ſhotild be in- 
C2 formed 
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forined of what has paſſed in general up to this 3 


event of * atone wa 
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No. . XIA. 
Po OF 4 TREATY or PEACE. 


1 it . to all thoſe whom it ſhall or may x in 
any manner concern. The moſt Serene and moſt 
Potent Prince George the Third, by. - Grace of 
God, King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 


Duke of Brunſwick and Lunenburgh, Arch Treaſu- : 


ſurer and Elector of the Holy Fama Empire, and 
the Executive Directory of the 
ing equally deſirous to put an end to the war, which 


bas for ſome time paſt ſubſiſted between. the domi- 


nions of the two parties, have named and conſtitut- 


ed for their Plenipotentiaries, charged with the con- 


cluding and ſigning of the definitive treaty of peace; 


viz. the King of Great Britain, the Lord Baron of 


Malmeſbury, a Peer of the kingdom of Great Bri- 


tain, Knight of the Moſt Honourable order of the 


Bath, Privy Counſellor to his Britannic Majeſty ; 


and the Executive Directory of the French Repub- 
bes.) * __ who, after having ex- 
changed their reſpective full powers, have agreed 


upon the following articles: 
I. As ſoon as this Fey ſhall be ſigned and ratified, 


| there ſhall be an univerſal and perpetual peace, as 


well by ſea as by land, and a. ſincere and conſtant 


| triend{hip between the wo contracting parties, and 


their dominions, and territories, and people, without 


exception of either places or perſons; ſo that the 


high 10 . parties ſhall give the greateſt atten- 


tion to t maintaining between themſelves, and 


ench Republic, be- ; 


- 


cit £0: ” 
ir faid dominions, territories, and people, this r. 
ciprocal friendſhip and intercourſe, without permit- 
ting hereafter, on either part, any kind of hoſtilities 
to be committed either by ſea or land, for any cauſe, 


or under any pretence whatſoever. There ſhall be 
a general oblivion and amneſty of every thing which 


may have been done or committed by either party 


towards the other before or ſince the commencement 
of the war; and they ſhall carefully avoid for the 
future, every thing which mien Fan the union 
Happily re-eſtabliſhed. ' 
Immediately after the exchange of the Wen 
of this treaty, orders ſhall be ſent to the armies and 
ſquadrons of beth parties to ſtop all hoſtilities; ant 
for the execution of this article, ſea-paſſes ſhall be 
given on each fide to the ſhips diſpatched to carry 
the news of Pace | to the polleſhons of the md 
Hon: . 
= The treaties of peace of Nimetzuen of 1678 
| ani 1679, of Ryſwick of 1697, and of Utrecht of 
1713; that of Baden of 1714; that of the. triple 
alliance of the Hague of 1717; that of the Qua- 
druple Alliance of London of 1718 the treaty of 
peace of Vienna of 1736; the definitive. treaty of 
Aix-la-Chapelle of 1748; the definitive treaty of 
Paris of : 1763 ; and that of Verſailles of 1783, 
ſerve as à baſis and foundation to the Peace, and to 
the preſent treaty. And for this purpoſe they are 
all renewed and confirmed in the belt / xn ſo that 
they are to be exactly obſerved for the future in their 
full tenor, and religiouſly executed by both parties 
in all the points which ſhall not be derogated from 
by the preſent treaty of peace. 
| II. All the priſoners taken on either ſide, as well 
, by land as hy ſea, and the hoſtages carried away or 
yr” during the War, ſhall be reſtored, without rans 


ſom, 


-% 


As). by 
om; in fix weeks at lateſt, to be 3 from tlie 


day of the exchange of the ratifications of the pres 


ſent treaty. Each party reſpectively diſcharging tlie 
advances which ſhalk have — 8 for the ſub- 
ſiſtence of their priſoners in the country where they 
ſhall have been detained, according to the receipts, 
atteſted accounts, and other authentic vouchers, 
which ſhall be furniſhed on each ſide; and ſecurity | 
ſhall be reciprocally given for the payment of the debts 
which the priſoners may have contracted in the coun- 
tries where they _ Nabe been N 82 their 
entire releaſe. 

IV. With reſpe& to the rights of Mor on the 
coaſts of the iſland of Newfoundland, and the iſlands 


adjacent, and in the Gulph of Saint Lawrence, the 


two parties ſhall return to the ſame ſituation in which 


they ſtood reſpectively, according to the treaties and 


engagements ſubſiſting at the period of the com- 
mencement of the war. And with this view his 
Majeſty conſents to reſtore to France, in full right, 
the iſlands of Saint Pierre and Miquelon. 

V. The ſame principle of the ſtate of poſſeſſion 
before the war, is adopted, by mutual conſent, with 
reſpect to all other poſſeſſions and rights on both 
ſides, in every part of the world, fave only the ex- 
ceptions which : are ſtipulated by the ſubſequent arti- 
cles of this treaty, and to this intent, all poſſeſſions 
or territories which have or may have been conquer- 
ed by one of the parties from the other, (and not 
ſpecially excepted in this treaty), ſhall be reſtored to 
the party to whom they belonged at the commence-· 
ment of the preſent war. 

VI. From this principle of mutual reſlicution, the 


two parties have agreed to except which 
ſhall remain to his Britannic Majeſty in full ſove- 
reignty. . 
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Vu. In all the caſes of reſtitution i by 
the preſent treaty, the fortreſſes ſhall be reſtored in 
the ſame condition in which they now are, and. no 
injury ſhall be done to any works that have been 
| conſtrued fince the conqueſt of them. ' 
VIII. It is alfo agreed, that in every caſe of re« 
ſtitution or ceſſion, provided by any of the articles 
of this Treaty, the term of three years from the 
date of the notification of the Treaty, in the res 
ſpective territory or place reſtored or ceded; ſhall be 
4 to perſons of whatever deſcription, reſiding 
or being in the faid territory or place, poſſeſſed of 
property therein under any title exiſting .before the 
war, or which has ſince devolved to them by the 
laws then exiſting; during which term of three 
years they ſhall remain and reſide unmoleſted in the 


exerciſe of their religion, and in the enjoyment of 


their poſſeſſions and effects, upon the conditions and 
titles under which they ſo acquired the ſame, with⸗ 
out being liable in any manner, or under an —4 
tence, to be proſecuted or ſued for their paſt con- 
duct, except as to the diſcharge of juſt debts to in- 
dividual ; and that all thoſe. 8 within the time 
months after the notification of this Trea- 
10 ſhall declare to the Government then eſtabliſhed, 
eir intention to withdraw themſelves, or their ef. 
fects, and to remove to ſome other place, ſhall have 
and obtain, within one month after ſuch declaration, 
full liberty to depart and to remove their effects, or 
40 ſell and diſpoſe of the fame, whether moveable or 
immoveable, at any time within the ſaid period of 
ihree years, without any reſtraint or hindrance, ex- 
cept on account of debts at any time contracted, or 
of any criminal proſecution for acts done e 
jo the ee of this nb 
| IX, As 


| TIF. 
I. As it is neceſſary to appoint a eertain period 3 
for the reſtitutions herein before ſtipulated; it is a+ 3 
ęreed, that the ſame ſhall take place in Europe with- 
in (one month), in Africa and America within 
(three months), and in Aſia within (ſix months), af- 
ter the ratification of the preſent Treaty. 
X. For preventing the revival of law. ſuits which 
have been ended in the territories to be reſtored by 
virtue of this Treaty, it is agree that the judg- 
ments in private cauſes pronounca in the laſt reſort, . 
and which have acquired the force of matters deter- 
mired, ſhall be confirmed and executed according to 
their form and tenour. 8 
XI. The deciſion of the prizes and ſeizures of 
ſhips and their cargoes taken at ſea or ſeized in the 
ts of either country, prior to the hoſtilities, ſhall 
2 referred to the reſpective Courts of Juſtice; ſo that 
ihe legality of the ſaid prizes and ſeizures ſhall be de- 
cided according to the law of nations, and to Trea- 
ties, in the Courts of Juſtice of the nation which 
have made the capture, or ordered the ſeizures. And 
in order to prevent all cauſes of complaint and diſ- 
pute which may ariſe on account of prizes which 
may be made at ſea after ſigning of this Treaty, it is 
reciprocally agreed, that the veſſels and effects which 
may be taken in the Britiſh Channel and in the 
North Seas, after the ſpace of twelye days, to be 
computed from the exchange of the ratifications of 
this Treaty, * ſhall be reſtored on each ſide:— That 
the term ſhall be one month from the Britiſh Chan- 
nel and the North Seas, as far as the Canary Iflands, 
incluſively, whether in the Ocean or in the Mediter- 
ranean:— Two months from the ſaid Canary Iſlands 
as far as the Kquinoctial Line or Equator :=Three 
months from the Equator to any part to the weſte * 
ward of the Cape of Good Hope, and the 1 


* 


in full ſovereiguty, and f 
ceded to his Majeſty in 2 for ek 
In conſideration of theſe reſtitutions, to be e | 
. made by his Britannic Majeſty, all property belong- 
| -ing Sag of 1 wh in the month of De- 


5 | 'q 25 ) 
er Cube Horn And laſtly; Five months in FR 


" n_— the world, without any exception, or 
more particular deſcription of time or place. 


XII. The Allies of the two parties, that is toilay, 
vw Moſt Faithful Majeſty as Ally of his Britannic 


MN.ajeſty, and his Catholic Majeſty and the Batavian 
Republic as Allies of the French Republic, ſhall be 
invited by the two Contracting Parties to accede to 


this Peace on the terms and conditions ſpecified. in 
the three following articles; the execution of which 


the ſaid Two Contracting Parties reciprocally guas 
rantee to each other, being thereto reſpecti 


vely 
thoriſed by their above-mentioned: Allies: And the 


Two Contracting Parties further agree, that if their 


Allies reſpectively ſhall not have ſo acceded within 


the ſpace of two months after the exchange of the ra- 
rifications of this Treaty, the party ſo refuſing to ac- 
cede ſhall” not receive from its Ally any aid or ſac» 


cour of any e during the Tar ther: contumuance 
of the war. N #* Os ANT 
 XUL:* His Britannic: Majeſty engages: notes 


a definitive peace with his Catholic Majeſty on the 
_ footing of the {tate of poſſeſſion before the war, with 


the excepti n. F 


which ſhall un in in full ſovereignty to his Britan- 7 


nic x" A* 
XIV. Hi 
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-Deltannic Maj ety, in like manner, 


+ engages to conclude a definitive Peace with the Bata- 
vian Republic on the ſame footing of the ſtate * 


N before the war, with the exception of 
which ſhall remain to his Britannie Majeſty 
which ſhall be 
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cember 1794, and which has been ſeized and — 


the ſame 


E ty, reſpecting the time and manner of making 


| reſtitution therein mentioned, and all the privileges 
thereby reſerved to the inhabitants or proprietors in | 


<c6) 


cated ſince that period, ſhall be reſtored to him, or a 


full equivalent in money given him for the ſame. 
And the French Republic further engages to pro- 
cure for him, at the general peace, an adequate com- 


penſation for the loſs 7 his offices and dignities in 
the United Provinces; and the perſons who have 
been impriſoned or baniſhed, or whoſe property has 
been ſequeſtered or confiſcated /in the ſaid Republic, 
on account of their attachment to the intereſts of the 
Houſe of Orange, or to the former Government of 
the United Provinces, ſhall be releaſed, and ſhall be 
at liberty to return to their country, and to reſide 
therein, and to their property there, conform- 
ing themſelves to the laws and conſtixutier there eſta- 


bliſhed.- 


XV. The French R epublie engages e IS 
definitive 2 with her Moſt Faithful Mijeſty, on 

ting of the ſtate of poſſeſhon —— 
war, and without any further famed or burdenſome 
condition being made on either fide. 


XVI. All the ftipulations contained in this Trea- 
the 


the iſlands or territories reſtored or ceded, fhall apply 


in like manner to the reſtitutions to be made by iy 


te of any of the three laſt articles, viz. the XIIIth, 
XIVth, = X Vth, except in thoſe inſtances where 
the ſame-may be derogated from by the mutual con- 
ſent of the parties concerned. 

XVII. All former Treaties of Peace between the 
reſpective parties, to whom the ſaid three articles re» 
late, and which ſubſiſted and were in force at the 
commencement of hoſtilities between them reſpective- 


1. _ be renewed, * in ſuch 3 wy 


W 


| Fi 27 . 
where the fame may be derogated from by fiutual 


 canſent; and the wp thro of this Treaty for the re- 


ſtoration of priſoners, the ceſſation of hoſtilities, and 
: gray app yearn to prizes and 5 
ly to reſpective parties to m the 
3 relate, and ſhall be held to be in 
rg gran, as ſoon as they ſhall reſpec- 
— and in due form have acceded to this Treaty. 
IXVIII. All fequeſtrations impoſed by any of the 
parties named in this Treaty, on the rights, proper- 
ties, or debts of individuals belonging to any other 
of the ſaid parties, ſhall be taken off, and the pro- 
perty of whatever kind ſhall be reſtored in the fulleſt 
manner to the lawful owner, or juſt compenſation 
be made for it: and all complaints of injury done to 
private e contrary to the uſual practice and 
L's. of War, and all 8 of private rights or pro- 
perty which belonged to individuals at rhe periods of 
the commencement of hoſtilities reſpectively between 
the ſaid parties, viz. Great Britain and Portugal on 
the one ſide, and France, Spain, and Holland on the 
other; and which ought; according to the uſual 
practice and laws of nations, to revive at the period 
of Peace, ſhall be received, heard, and decided in 
the reſpective Courts of Juſtice of the different 
ties; and full juſtice therein ſhall be done by eac of. 
the ſaid parties, to the ſubjects and people of the 
other,* in the ſame manner as to their own ſabjedts 
or people. 

And if any complaint ſhould wiſe reed the 
execution of this article, which complaint ſhall not 
be ſettled by mutual agreement between the re- 

ſpective governments, within twelve months after the 

fame ſhall have been preferred to them, the ſame 
ſhall be determined by ſworn Commiſſioners to 'be 

appointed on each fide, with power to call in an ar- 
D 2 bitrator 


i © 405 * 
bitratof of any 3 nation; and the den 


of the ſaid Commiſſioners thall be. — and . 


45 


out appeal. 

XIX. His Weite Majeſty and | the Wend Das: 
public promiſe to obſerve ſincerely, and bona” fide, 
all the articles contained and eſtabliſhed in the pre- 
ſent treaty; and they will not ſuffer the ſame to be 

infringed, directly or indirectly, by their reſpective 
ſubjects; and the ſaid contracting parties guarantee 
to each other, generally and wean all the ſtipu- 
lations of the preſent treaty. 

XX. The ſolemn ratifications of the orifſent trea- 
ty, rpms in yu and due. form, ſhall be exchang- 
e ian between the con. 
tracting parties, in he bans of a month, or ſooner 
if poſſible, to be computed. from the day c of the fige 
nature of the preſent treaty. 


In witneſs whereof, bee. eg ee n | 
No. XIV. -B. 
Note frm Lord M almeſbury to the French 2 
tentiaries. A. 


Tur Miniſter Plenipotentiary of "bis Writannic 
Majeſty has the honour of preſenting to the Miniſters 
Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, in conſe- 
quence of the wiſh expreſſed by them in the confe-. 
rence of this morning, the following note, which he 
requeſts them at the ſame time to conſider, not ſo 
much in the light of an official paper, as of a verbal 
and confidential communication, and as a proof of 
his readineſs to facilitate the progreſs of the negocia - 
tion, by giving them, on the very outſet, all the ex- 
planations in his power on the projet of the Pg 


which he has delivered to chem. 5 ; 
; 5 If, | 


* 


„ 
1, as the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French. 
Republic have aſſured him, it is contrary 'to their” 
moſt poſitive inſhytQions to enter into any diſcuſſion ' 


e to the ceſſion of thoſe poſſeſſions which be- 
longed to France before the war, it is uſeleſs to dwell 


on the VIth article; ſince the compenſations which 
his Britannic Majeſty might have demanded by that 


article, in Teturn for the reſtitutions which he is dif- 


Poſed to make for the re-eſtabliſhment of peace, muſt, 
in conſequence of this declaration, be ſought for in 
the ceſſions to be made by his Catholic Majeſty, and 


the Batavian Republic. | 
Lord Malmeſbury therefore propoſes to inſert in 


the thirteenth article, after the words /tatus ante bel- 


lum, the following words: With the exception of 


2 the iſland of Trinidad, whieh ſhall remain in full | 


potentiary of the French tt the aſſurance of 


5 poſſefſion to his Britannic Majeſty.” py, 
Lord Malmeſbury imagines that it is unneceſſary 
for him to repeat the reaſons which induce him to 


inſiſt upon the retaining of this conqueſt, unleſs com- 


penfation ſhould be made for it by ſome other cef- | 
ſion which ſhall balance the augmentation of power 
accruing to France, from the acquiſition of the Spa- 


niſh part of Saint Domingo. 


With regard to the fourteenth article, Lord 


Malmeſbury. propoſes, that after the words fatus 


ante bellum, ſhould be added, With the exception 
& of the town, fort, and eſtabliſhment of the Cape 
of Good Hope, and of the poſſeſſions which be- 


© longed to the Dutch before the war in the iſland 


« of Ceylon, and of the town and fort of Cochin,. 
4 which ſhall be ceded to his Britannic Majelly i in 


% exchange for the town of N egapatnam and its de- 
«© pendencies.”” 


Lord Malmeſbury repeats to the Miniſters Pleni- 
bis 
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bis eg to concur with them in every thing 
which ſhall depend on him, to bring the negociation 
to a happy iſſue; and requeſts of them, at the fame 
_ to accept the aſſurances of his high conſider. 

(Signed)  ' MALMESBURY, . | 


i. 755 8. 1797* 
No. XV. —C. 


Note —From the French biedere. o Lord 


Tur Miniſters Plenipoten entiary of the French Re- : 
public have received the note which the Miniſter 


Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Maj did them 


the — addreſſing to them yeſterday. They 


will give to it, as well as to the projet of a treaty to 
wks it relates, the moſt ſerious attention. In the 

mean time, though they are not yet enabled to com- 
municate to Lord Malmeſbury the remarks to which 
theſe two papers appear to them liable, they think it 
their duty to propoſe to him a conference to-morrow, 
at one o'clock, if that hour is agreeable to. him, in. 


order to treat with-him on diſtinct points, the diſcuſ 


ſion of which may be entered upon ſeparately, d 


which may be proceeded in without delay. 
They requeſt Lord Malmeſbury to accept the af 
furarces off their high conſideration. + 
- (Signe 2 IE TOURNEUR, 
: Liſle, 21 Me ' PLEVILLE LE. PELLEY. 


| 5th year of the public  HUGUES B. MARET. 


Jay 9, 1797 COLCHEN, Sec. Gen. of 
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Ms _— entiaries Lord Mat 
e frm meſbury, — . | 


4 The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of che French Re- 
public loſe no time in complying with the wiſh ex- 
preſſed to them by the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of 
| his Britannic Majeſty, by tranſmitting to him a note 
on the three points which were the fubje&t of their 
conference of this day. 

They have poſitive orders to require en 
re title of King of mne, his 
Britannic Majeſty. | 
Lord Malmesbury is requeſted to obſerve, that the 
queſtion is not only a renunciation of the rights 

which might be pretended to be derived from this ti- 
tle, but further and formally of the title itſelf. The 
eſtabliſhment of the-French Republic, and the ac- 
knowledgement of this form of Government 
by the King of England, will not allow of his 
retaining a title which would imply the exiſtence in 
France of an order of things which is at an end. 

2. The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the Republic 
are ordered to demand the reſtitution of the veſſels 
taken or deſtroyed at Toulon. 

Great Britain has publicly and formally declared 
that theſe veſſels were taken in truſt for the King of 
France. This truſt is ſacred. It inconteſtably inks 
to the Republic, which exerciſes the rights and the 
ſovereignty that Great Britain attributed to Louis 
XVII. at the period of the capture of Toulon. His 
Britannic Majefty cannot, therefore, in acknow- 
| W the French Republic, . its ri right to the 

- reſtitution 
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burtbeved with ſuch a mortgage. 
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reſlitution required, or to refuſe either to make the 
reſtitution, or to offer an equivalent for it. 4 5 f 

. The Miniſters e have orders to . 
ciation, on the 
aff of his Britannic Majeſty, of the mortgage on 


= wm. 5, 
T That country was dl for the loans n made 


1 by the Emperor in England. It has 'becom 


part of the French Republic, ant cannot remain 
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The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of ths: Fiencl Re- | 


| public requeſt Lord Malmesbury | to ane 225 1 92 5 
rance of their high conſider atio. i 


Lie, le Meſſidor, 1 LE TOURNEUR, 24 | 
95 year of the Republic, : PLEVILLE. Jil J 
N 10. ee 7-2  HUGUES B. "a. ng | 
, 'CoLonzn, Sec.Gen, | 
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Extra gr a Dj patch from Tad d to 1d 5 
Malmeſbury, dated Downitg Street, July 1 3, 1797. . 


With reſpe& to the demands contained in the note 


' tranſmitted to your Lordſhip by the French Miniſters, 


they have been naturally received here with the 
greatelt ſurpriſe. On the ſubje& of the Netherlands, . 
as connected with the Auſtrian loans, it is conceived 

that any explanation between his Majeſty and the 
French Government is wholly ef The 


loans raiſed in England for the ſervice of the Empe- 


ror of Germany, and guaranteed by act of Parlia- 
ment here, reſt, as your Lordſhip will perceive, by 


the annexed copy of the Convention on that ſubject, 
upon the _ a all the revenues of all the 4g 


_ 


G | 
ditary dominions. of his Imperial Majeſty. They do 


not ſeem in any manner to.come under the defcrip- 


tion contained in the ſixth article of the preliminaries 
between Auſtria and France, reſpecting mortgages 
upon the foil of the Netherlands, on which ground 
alone France could have any pretence to interfere in 
the buſineſs. - Nor is this ſubject one which appears 


to be in any manner a fit point of diſcuſhon between 


his Majeſty and the Republic; the King neither forms, 
nor has any intention of forming, any demand on 


the French Government for the payment of any part 
either of the intereſt or capital vf thoſe loans. It is 
to the Emperor alone that his Majeſty looks for the 


performance of his Imperial Majeſty's engagements 


to him, and it is upon the Aultrian Government, 
and upon it, revenues, that individuals concerned in 
thoſe loans have claims of private right, and means 
of perſonal demand ſecured to them by the Conven- 


. „ 
On the other two points I have nothing to add to 


the obſervations which your Lordſhip has already 
made upon them; and we can therefore only wait 
with impatience for the anſwer to the projet delivered 


by your Lordchip, which will enable us to form a 


whom we are treating. 


Night Hon, Lord Malmeſbury. 15 
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judgment on the intentions of the Government with 
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E tract of a di 7 From Lord M celery; to Lord 
Rs reve dated 7 le, 16th July I 79 7. 


Ira was at the 3 invitation of the French Ple- 
nipotentiaries that I met them on Thurſday the 12th 
inſtant ; one of them ſtated their motive for wiſhing 
to confer with me, not to be in conſequence of any 
anſwer they had received from Paris on the ſubject of 
the Projet, whjch he obſerved could not be expected 
ſo ſoon, but to reſume the diſcuſſion on the article 


which he had obiected to on my firſt reading the Pro- 
Jet, and on which they conceived it was poſſible aud 


even expedient to argue before we entered on the 
more important branches of the Negociation. It 
was Article II. that he referred to. He objected to 
the renewal of the Treaties therein mentioned from 
various reaſons ; 1/7, That many and even moſt of . 
them were irrelevant to that we were now negocia- 
ting; 2dly, That they were in contradiction to the 
new order of things eſtabliſhed in France, as they 


ſeem to imply an acknowledgment that a portion of 
the regal authority is ſtill exiſting ; 3dly, That they 


might be ſuppoſed to apply to Conventions and Sti- 

pulations, in direct contradiction to their preſent form 
of Government, and he quoted the Convention of 
Pilnitz in particular. I was about to reply to him, 
and I truſt in a way that would have done away his 
appiehenſions on this point, when another of them 

inte rpoſed by ſaying, That their ſincere and only deſire | 


was, that the Treaty we were now entering upon 


might be ſo framed as to ſecure permanently the ob- 


je& for which it was intended; that no article likely 


to produce this end might be omitted, nor any doubt- 


fal 
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ful one inferted ; but that the whole, as well with 
regard to the paſt as to the future, might be fo clear- 
ly and diſtinctly expreſſed, that no room for cavil 
might be left. This he aſſured me, in the name of 
his Colleagues, was all that was meant by their ob- 
jection to renew ſo many Treaties, in which ſuch va- 
rious intereſts were blended, and ſo many points diſ- 
cuſſed foreign to the preſent moment. Their renew- 
ing them in a lump, and without examining careful- 
ly to what we were pledged by them, might involve 
us in difficulties much better to be avoided. I re- 
plied, that I admitted moſt certainly all he ſaid, and 
that it was with this view and on this principle ſole- 
ly that the renewal of theſe Treaties was propoſed + - 
by his Majeſty ;| and that if he recollected (as he un- 
doubtedly did) the different wars which were termi- 
nated by theſe Treaties, and the many important re- 
gulations ſtipulated by them, he would admit that 
the allowing them to remain in their full force was 
ſimply an acknowledgment of the tenure by which 
almoſt all the Sovereigns of Europe, and partieular- 
ly the French Republic, held their dominions up to b 
this day. That theſe Treaties were become the law 
of nations, and that infinite confuſion would reſult 
from their not being renewed. V 
He replied, that our object was evidently the 
ſame; that we only differed as to the manner. 1 
thought the rene wing theſe Treaties in toto would the 
beſt contribute to it; while they were inclined to 
think, that, extracting from them every thing which 
immediately related to the intereſts of the two coun- 
tries, and ſtating it in one article, was more likely 
to attain this deſirable object. The French Miniſters 
again repeated, that their firſt wiſh was, that the 
Treaty we were now making ſhould be clear, diſtinct, 
e as oc, 
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V 
folid, and laſting; and ſuch a one as could not, at a- 
ny future period, be broken through without a ma- 
nifeſt violation of good faith. And I again repeat- 
ed, that nothing could be ſo conſonant to my orders, 
or the intentions of my Royal Maſter. + obs 


9 - 


One of the French Plenipotentiaries was diſpoſed to 
dwell on his objections, which were, that theſe Trea- 
ties were ſigned when France was a Monarchy, and 
that any retroſpect to thoſe times implied a fort of 
cenſure on their preſent form of Government; but 

this was arguing on ſuch weak ground, and ſo inca- 
pable of being ſeriouſly maintained, that I, to avoid 
ſuperfluous contradiction, was very willing to det it 
paſs unnoticed. After a good deal of very condlia- 
tory, and even amicable diſcuſſion, in which, howe- 
ver, neither party gave much way to the other, it 
was propoſed by them, that we ſhould return home, 
to meet again as ſoon as was convenient after an at- 
tentive and deliberate peruſal of. theſe Treaties, in 

order to ſtate reſpectively our ideas on this ſubject. 

I obſerved, that although I was perfectly prepared 


to do it at the moment, and felt almoſt bold enough 


to affirm, that no meaſure could be deviſed which 


would fo completely meet our intentions as an unre- 


ſerved. renewal of the Treaties they heſitated about, 


85 I was very willing to acquieſee in their propoſal, 


vith this ſimple obſervation, that if any delay aroſe 
from it, ſuch delay was imputable to them and not to 
me. My words were, Je ne me rends pas refpon- 
* ſable des Longueurs dans leſquelles cette Diſcuſ- 
& fion pourrait nous entrainer.“ The French Mi- 
niſter's Anſwer was, „Si des Longueurs ſervent 3 
% determiner des Objets qui pourraient donner lieu 
* a des Querelles a Pavenir, ce fera du Tems bien. 
« employe.”” It was not my with to conteſt this af- 
fertion, and our conference ended with it. : 


No. 
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Extra of a Diſpatch from Loved Malmeſbury to Lord 
It" Grenville, dated Life, 7 16, Maddy 


MY LORD, an” 


 . Yeſterday at the moment 1 was ; preparing to at · 
tend the conference, in which we were to enter into 
fuller diſcuſſions on the litigated ſubject of the re. 
newal of the treaties mentioned in the ſecond article 
of the projet, I received ſrom the French Legation 
the incloſed paper (A). In about an hour I return» 
ed the incloſed anſwer (B), to which I received the 
incloſed reply (C); and I am this moment returned 
from the conference which has taken Place in conſo- 
ara it, 

l began by ſaying, that I had ſolicited this inters 
view from the ſame motive which would actuate ever 
part of my conduct; that I wiſhed to make my re- 
ports not only correct but conciliatory as far as de- 
pended on me, and I now was come in order, if poſs 

Able, to obtain from them ſuch comments and explas 


nations on the note they ſent to me yeſterday, as 


would enable me, when I tranſmitted it to my Court, 
to ſecure the negociation from being Interrupted, per- 
haps abruptly terminated, by the peruſal of it. If 
I underſtood it right, it meant that the Directory re. 
_ quires as a ſine qua Preliminary, that every thing the 
King has conquered from all and each of his enemies 

ſhould be reſtored, and that till this reſtoration was 
conſented to the negociation was not even to begin. 
I ſaid, if I was correct in this ſtatement, and the plain 
ſenſe of the Declaration would bear no other inter- 

| pretation, 


688809 


pretation, I muſt add that it would not only moſt 


certainly prevent the treaty from beginning, but 


would leave no room for treating at all, ſince it de- 
prived his Majeſty of every means of negociation ; for 
J could not ſuppoſe that it was in their thoughts to 
intimate that the principle of the Treaty, as far as it 
related to his Majeſty, was to be one of all ceſſion 
and no compenſation, and yet that was preciſely the 
poſition in which his Majeſty was placed vy their 
. 

One of the French Plentpotendaties; who had let 
me proceed rather reluctantly, here ſtopt me, and 
faid, that he and his colleagues were. exceedingly 
happy that I had expreſſed a wiſh to ſee them before 


I diſpatched my meſſenger; that they wiſhed to aſſure 
me that they had thought it dealing fairly and ho- 


nourably to ſtate what they had received from the 
Directory in the very words in which it came to 


them; that they ſhould be ſorry if the declaration 


they had been directed to make me, ſhould be of a 
nature to interrupt, much leſs to break off the nego- 
ciation; that it was the ſincere wiſh of the Directo- 
ry that the negociation ſhould proceed and end ſuc- 
ceſsfully; and that, far from ſhutting the door to 
further diſcuſſions, they were perfectly ready to hear 
any propoſals we had to make, and only wiſhed that 


theſe propoſals ſhould be, if poſſible, ſuch as were 
compatible with their m. i facred engagements., I 
repeated what I had ſaid, that no door was left open 


if his Majeſty was in limine to reſtore every thing; 


and that a peace on theſe conditions would not be 


beard of by the country. I obſerved, that imme- 


i diately on leaving them 1 ſhould diſpatch a meſſen. 


ger; but what the meſſenger carried would moſt ma- 


terially 


© 
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"ep. 
terially affe& the TA and iſſue of the negocia- 
tion; I therefore deſired to know whether, in con- 
ſequence of what I had heard from them, I might 


conſider the ſtrict and literal meaning of the decla- 
tion not to be a decided negative (which it certainly 


| ſeemed to imply) on all compenſation whatever to 


be made to his Majeſty, but that propoſals tending 
to this effect would ſtill be liſtened to. One of them 
anſwered, © Certainly, and if they ſhould be found 
“ ſuch as it will be impoſſible for us to admit, we 
„ will on our fide bring forward others for your 
« Court to deliberate on.” Under this aſſurance, 
which at leaſt, to a certain degree, qualifies the 
declaration of yeſterday, I broke up the confe« 
FENCE. 7 


Note from the French Plenipotentiarie jo Lord 
| N almeſbury. 


The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Re. 
public have tranſmitted to their Government the pro- 
jet of the treaty, and the note relating thereto, which 
were delivered to them the 2oth of the preſent 
month, by the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Bri- 
tannic Majeſty. 


They have juſt received freſh communications and 


orders, which require that they ſhould make the fol- 


00mg declaration to Lord Malmesbury. 
| There 


I 


P rr 


2 2 — 
a - — 


| 
| 


(.4> ) 


There exiſt in the public and ſecret treaties, by 
which the French Republic is bound to its allies; ' 


Spain and the Batavian Republic, articles by which 


the three Powers reſpectively guarantee the territories 


poſſeſſed by each of them before the war. 


The French Government, unable to detach itelk 


from the engagements which it has contracted by 
theſe treaties, eſtabliſhes, as an indiſpenſible prelimi- 


nary of the negociation for the peace with England, 


the conſent of his Britannic Majeſty to the reſtitu- 
tion of all the poſſeſſions which he occupies, not only 
from the French Republic, but further and. for- 


mally of thoſe of Spain and the Batavian Re- 


public. 
In conſequence, the underſi gned Miniſters Moni: 


potentiary requeſt Lord Malmesbury to explain him- 


ſelf with regard to this reſtitution, and to conſent to 
it, if he is ſufficiently authoriſed. to do ſo; if not, 


and in the conti ary caſe, to ſend a meſſenger to 
his Court, in order to procure the neceſſary 


owers. 
The object of the conference which was to have 
taken place to-day being neceſſarily delayed by 


the purport of the above-mentioned Declaration, 


the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the Republic have 
to expreſs to Lord. Malmeſbury the regret that 


they feel in loſing this opportunity of converſing 
together, which they themſelves had ſolicited: 
But in caſe Lord Malmeſbury ſhould have any 


communication to make to them, they beg him' 
to believe that they will always be happy to re- 
ceive him, and liſten to him, whenever he may 
think it OE. 1 


They 


They requeſt him, at the ſame time, to accept 
a- new the aſſurances of their high conſideration, 

(Signed) | LE TOURNEUR. 

PLEVILLE LE PELLEx. 

HUGUES B. MARET. - 


Liſte, 27 M. of n | 
5th year of the Republic. 
(July 16, 1797.) 


col chEN, Sec. Gen. of the Legation. 
No. XXI. B. 
Note from Lord Malmeſbury to ae French Pleni- 


potentiaries. 


The Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Bikinis 
Majeſty has given the moſt ſerious attention to 
the Note dated this morning, which he has re- 
ceived from the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the 

French Republic. 

He has no heſitation in declaring to them, 
that his Inſtructions by no means authoriſe him 
to admit, as a Preliminary Principle, that which 
their Declaration ſeems intended to eſtabliſh : 
nevertheleſs, being perſuaded that it is his firſt 
duty not to give up the hopes of conciliation un- 
til he ſhall have exhauſted every means of obtain- 
ing it, and being anxious to avoid, in the report 
which he ſhall have to make to his Court, the 


poſſibility of miſunderſtanding on a ſubje of ſuch 


importance, he propoſes to them a conference for 
to-morrow, at the hour moſt convenient to them, 
after which it is his intention to en a Meſ- 
ſenger to his Court. | 
He requeſts the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the 
French Republic to accept the aflurance of his 
high confideration. | 
4 (Sig gned) MALMESBURV. 
ifle, ISth July, : e 
n 427 1 


( 42 ) 
No. XXII. C. 

The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republic loſe no time in acceding to the deſire 
expreſſed by the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his 


Britannic Majeſty, of conferring with them on 
the ſubject of the note which they addreſſed to 


him this day. ö 


They have in conſequence the honour of pro- 


poſing to him to meet to-morrow morning at II 
o'clock, at the uſual plage of conference. 


They requeſt him to accept the aſſurunces of 


their high conſideration. 
(Signed) LE TOURNEUR. _ 
PLEVILLE LE PELLE TY. 
HUGUES B. MARET. 
Li le, the FE. Meſſidor, 5th Year 
of the Republic, one and indivi- 
ſible. (July 15, 1797.) 


colLchEN, Sec. G. of the Legation. 


No. XXIII. 


Copy of a Diſpatch from Lord Grenville to Lord 


Malmeſbury, dated Dawning-ſtreet, July 20, 1797. 
My Los, 
Your Lordſhip' 8 diſpatches by the Meſſenger 
Dreſſins, were received here on the 17th inft. at 
night, and I loft no time in receiving his Majeſty's 


.commands-of the very important ſubject of your 


letter, No. 9. 
Jam much concerned to be under the neceſſi- 
ty of remarking, that the claim brought forward 


in the Note tranſmitted to your Lordſhip by the 


French Plenipotentiaries, is in itſelf ſo extrava- 
gant, and ſo little to be reconciled either with the 
former profeſſions of thoſe Miniſters, or with their 
conduct in the previous ſtages of the Negotiation, 
that it affords the ſtron geſt preſumption of a deter- 
| mination 
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mination to preclude all means of accommodation. 
If ſuch is really the determination of the Directo- 
ry, nothing can remain for this country, but to 
perſevere in oppoſing, with an energy and ſpirit 
proportioned to the exigency, a ſyſtem which 
mult tend to perpetuate a ſtate of war and civil 
tumult in every part of Europe. | 

I) !hbe natural ſtep upon the preſent occaſion would 
therefore have been to direct your Lordſhip to ter- 
minate at once a Negotiation, which, on the foot- 
ing now propoſed by the enemy, affords neither 
the hope nor the means of any favourable conclu- 
ſion. Nothing being left for Treaty, where, as a 
preliminary ſtep, one party is required to con- 
cede every thing, and all compenſation from the 
- other is abſolutely and at once precluded. His 
Majeſty's ſervants have, however, obſerved, that 
in the concluſion of your Lordſhip' s conference 
with the French Plenipotentiaries on the ſubject of 
the Note in queſtion, the Preſident of that miſſion - 
informed your Lordſhip, that it was not intended 
to reſiſt all compenſation for the immenſe extent 
of reſtitution demanded from his Majeſty, and for 
the other obvious circumſtances of diſadvantage to 
this country in the fituation of Europe, as reſult- 
ing from the war; and even added, that he and 
his Colleagues would eventually bring forward 
propoſals on this head for the deliberation of the 
King's Government, It appeared poſſible that 
ſome advantage might perhaps ariſe to the great 
object of peace, from grounding on this Declara- 
tion a further proceeding, ſuch as might afford to 
the Directory (if they are ſo diſpoſed) the means 
of replacing the Negotiation on a more practicable 
footing. With the view, therefore, of leaving 
nothing untried which can contribute to reſtore 
peace on any ſuitable terms, his Majeſty has been 
pleaſed to direct, that your Lordſhip ſhould, for 
| F'2 that 
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that purpoſe, aſk another conference with the 
French Plenipotentiaries. In this conference your 
Lordſhip will remark in ſuch terms as the occa- 
ſion muſt naturally ſuggeſt to you upon the inde- 
fenſible ſpirit and demand now made by France. 
You will obſerve that France, treating in con- 
junction with her Allies, and in their name, can- 


not with any pretence of juſtice and fairneſs, op- 
poſe her treaties with them as an obſtacle in the 


— 


Way of any reaſonable propoſal of peace in which 


they are to be included. In a ſeparate negotia- 
tion, to which they were not parties, ſuch a plea, 
might, perhaps, have been urged; but in that caſe 
France would have been bound to offer, from her 
own means, that compenſation which ſhe did not 
think herſelf at liberty to engage to obtain from 


her Allies. And ſuch was, in fact, as your Lord- 
ſhip muſt remember, the principle on which his: 


Majeſty offered to treat laſt year, when he was 


really bound, by engagements to Auſtria, ſimilar 


to thoſe which are now alledged by France. But 
it never can be allowed that France, Spain and 


Holland, negotiating jointly for a peace with 


Great Britain, can ſet up, as a bar to our juſt de- 
mands, the treaties between themſelves, from 
which they are at once able to releaſe each other 


whenever they think fit. . b 


You will further remark, that even if, contrary 
to all.reaſon, ſuch a principle could for a moment 


have been admitted on our part, ſtill even that 
principle, inadmiſſible as it is, could only apply 


to public treaties, known to thoſe who agreed to 
be governed by them, and not to ſecret articles, 


unknown even to the French Plenipotentiaries, 
or concealed by one of them from the knowledge 


of the others. | 


You will add in explicit, though not offenſive 


terms, that the whole of this pretence now ſet up 


by 
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| 6 France is inconteſtably frvolous and illuſory ; 
being grounded on a ſuppoſition of a ftate of 
things directly contrary to that which is known 
really to exiſt. It being perfectly notorious that 
both Spain and Holland, ſo far from wiſhing to 
continue the war, were compelled by France to 
engage in it, greatly againſt their own wiſhes ; 
and to undertake, without the means of ſupport- 
ing it, a conteſt in which they had nothing to 
gain, and every thing to loſe. It never there- 
fore can be allowed to to be a queſtion of any 
poſſible doubt, but that the Directory, if they. 
really wiſh it, muſt have obtained, or could at 
any moment obtain, the conſent of theſe powers 
to ſuch terms of peace as have been propoſed by 
his Majeſty. If, however, France, from any mo- 
tive of intereſt or engagement, 1s in truth defirous 
to procure for them the reſtitution of poſſeſſions 
which they were unable to defend, and have no 
means to reconquer, the Project delivered by 
your Lordſhip afforded an opening for this; thoſe 
articles have been ſo drawn as to leave it to 


France to provide a compenſation to his Majeſty, 


either out of her Colonies, or out of thoſe of her 
Allies, reſpectively conquered by his Majeſty's 
arms. The choice between theſe alternatives, 
may be left to the Directory; but to refuſe both, 


is, in other words, to refuſe all compenſation. 


This is nevertheleſs expreſsly declared not to be 
the intention of thoſe with whom you treat. It 
is therefore neceſſary that your Lordſhip ſhould 
demand from them a ſtatement of the propoſals 

which, as they informed you, they have to make, 
in order to do away this apparent contradiction, 
which the King's ſervants are wholly unable to 
reconcile by any ſuggeſtion of theirs, even if it 
were fitting and reaſonable for them to bring for- 


ward any new propoſals immediately after the 
detailed 
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detailed Project which was delivered on the part 
of this country at the outſet of the Negotiation. 

Since that Project is not acceded to, we have 
5 evidently; and on every ground, a right to ex- 
pect a Counter Project, equally full and explicit 
on the part of the enemy. You will therefore 
ſtate to the French Miniſters diſtinctly, that the 
only hope of bringing this buſineſs to a favour- 
able concluſion, is by their ftating at once plain- 
ly, and without reſerve, the whole of what they 
have to aſk, inſtead of bringing forward ſeparate 
points one after the other, not only contrary to 
the avowed principle of Negotiation propoſed by 
themſelves, but, as it appears, even contrary to 
the expectation of the Miniſters themſelves who 
are employed on the part of France. There can 
be no pretence for refuſing a compliance with 
this demand, if the Plenipotentiaries 'of France 
are diſpoſed to forward the object of peace: And 
the obtaining ſuch a ſtatement from them is, as 
I have before ſtated to your Lordſhip, a point of 
ſo much importance, in any courſe which this 
Negotiation may take, that it is the King's plea- 
ſure that your Lordſhip ſhould uſe every poſſible 
endeavour to prevent their cluding ſo juſt a de- 
mand. | 

After what has paſled, it 1s, I fear, very abt 
ful whether ſuch a Counter Project would be 
framed on principles ſuch as could be admitted 
here; but it would at all events place the buſi- 
neſs on its real iſſue, and bring diſtinctly into 
queſtion the ſeveral points on which the conclu- 
ſion of peace, or the prolongation of war, will 
_— depend. 
| 1 am, &c, . 
(Sig ned) GRENVILLE. 
Right Honourable Lord Malmeſbury. 


| No. 


N 
No. XXIV. 


Copy of a Diſpatch from Lord Grenville, to Lord 
Malmeſbury, dated Downing ſtreet, Fuly 20, 1797. 


My Lox, 


Tuxxx are two ſeparate points on which it is 
neceſſary for me to ſay a few words to your Lord- 
ſhip, in addition to the inſtructions in my oth: r 
diſpatch on the General Subject of the Negoti- 
ation. 

The firſt relates to the aſſertion of one of the 
French Miniſters, that the Portugueſe ſhips and 
troops were at Toulon. The fad is very imma- 
terial as to any concluſion that could be drawn 
from it, to affect the ſituation, or juſt claims of 
the Court of Liſbon ; becauſe your Lordſhip well 
knows, that it 1s a principle univerſally recognized 
in the public law of Europe, that when one of 
the parties, in a Defenſive Alliance, furniſhes to 
his Ally the ſtipulated ſuccours, thoſe ſuccours 
remain PROS at the diſpoſal of the requiring 
party to be employed wherever he {ſhall judge 
proper, ſubje&t only to the limitations of the 
Treaty which before exiſted ; and if the amount 
of thoſe ſuccours is not encreaſed beyond that en- 
gaged for, nor the means of uſing them extend- 
ed by new facilities, the party furniſhing the ſti- 
pulated aſſiſtance is not underſtood to violate the 
laws of neutrality. 

But the fact, in this caſe, would not bear out 
the aſſertion, even if the argument to be drawn 
from it were more concluſive. The troops of her 
Moſt Faithful Majeſty having been, as I appre- 
hend, no otherwiſe employed than in the two 
campaigns carried on by land, upon the Southern 
part of the frontiers of France and Spain. 


The 
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The other point relates to what was ſaid to your 
Lordſhip about the Treaty of Pilnitz. It would 
certainly not require much argument to prove 
that the renewal of ſeveral Treaties enumerated 
by name and date, and the lateſt of which was 
concluded in 1783, does not imply a renewal of 
another treaty ſuppoſed to be concluded in 1791. 
But what is more material to the preſent caſe 1s, 
that your Lordſhip ſhould take this opportunity 
to explain, in the moſt diſtindt and unequivocal 
terms, that if any ſecret Treaty was in fact con- 
cluded at the interview at Pilnitz, between the 
late Emperor and the King of Pruſſia, (which is, 
to ſay the leaſt, very doubtful in point of fact), 
this at leaſt is certain, that his Majeſty was no 
party to ſuch a Treaty, and not only was not 
then included in it, but has never ſince adhered 
to it, nor ever been apprized of its contents. 
The public declaration which was made at that 
interview, ſhews on the face of it, that his Majeſty 
was no party to it; and it is, indeed, notorious 
that it applied to circumſtances which were done 
away long before the war broke out between 
Auſtria and France, and that the ſubſequent Ne- 
gotiations for the maintenance of Peace between 
thoſe Powers turned on points wholly diſtindt 
from thoſe ſuppoſed to have been referred to in 
the pretended Treafy of Pilnitz. 1 Sh 
This explanation, however little connected with 
the preſent Negotiation, ſeems to be called for 
by the_allufion made to you upon the ſubject; 
and, indeed, on a point on which ſo much miſ. 
repreſentation has prevailed, it is uſeful not to 
omit the opportunity of ſtating the facts as they 
really are, | | | 
| I am, &c. 
| (Signed) CRENVILLx. 
Right Honourable Lord Malmeſbury. 
No. 
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No. XXV. 


Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to 
Lord Grenville, dated Li Tiff, 2 "ow July, 1797. 


1 have the honour to acknowledge your Lord- 
ſhip's diſpatches, No. 19 and 20, of the 20th 
inſt. which were delivered to me on Saturday the 
22d inſt. by the meſſenger Major. 

It was impoſlible that the cl brought forward 
in the Note incloſed in my No. 9, could have produ- 
ced on yourLordſhip's mind any impreſſion different 
from that which you "deſcribe ; and I am happy 
to find, that the conduct I obſerved, when it was 
firſt delivered to me, was ſuch as put it in my 
power to execute with great conſiſtency the e 
ed inſtructions your Lordſhip now ſends me. 

Immediately on the arrival of the Meſſen ger, I 
propoſed an interview with the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries, and we met on Sunday | the 2 3d, at one 
P. M. 

I could not obey his Majeſty' s orders in a man- 
ner more likely to command attention, and to im- 
preſs thoſe who heard me with a juſt ſenſe of the 
mixture of firmneſs and moderation with which his 
Majeſty was pleaſed to conduct this important ne- 
gociation, than by employing not only the ſubſtance, 
but as far as was practicable in converſation, the 
very words of your Lordſhip's diſpatch, No: 19; 
and if I ſhould attempt to relate minutely what 1 
myſelf ſaid in this conference, it would in fact be 
little more than a repetition of them. 

I began by obferving, that I was certain the 
French Plenipotentiaries muſt be fully prepared 

for what I now had it in command to ſay: I re- 


G | minded 
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minded them that I had taken upon me to affirm, 


when we were laſt aſſembled, and immediately be- 


fore I diſpatched my Meſſenger, that the requiring 


ſuch a preliminary as that propoſed in the Note, was 
putting an end at once to all negociation, and that 
I was ſure peace on ſuch terms would not be heard 
of; that the orders I was then about to communi- 
cate to them would prove that I had not made 
this affertion lightly, or in conſequence of any 


haſty opinion of my own; at the ſame time that 


it would alſo appear, that my Royal Maſter was as 
anxiouſly and as ſincerely inclined to liſten to all 
reaſonable and admiſſible conditions, as he was de- 
termined to repel and reject all ſuch as were of an 
oppolite deſcription. I then, my Lord, took up 
my arguments on the preciſe grounds ſet forth in 


your Lordſhip's No. 19. I neitber omitted any 


thing, nor inſerted any thing of my own, which 
could at all alter its ſpirit ; and I only varied from 
the letter inaſmuch as was neceflary to make 1 it ap- 
plicable to a conference. | 

My firſt object was to ſtate, in as forcible a way 
as poſſible, the utter inadmiſfibility of the preten- 
ſion ſet forth in the Note, the frivolous and illuſo- 
ry reaſons alledged for bringing it forward ; and I 


obſerved, that if it was perſevered in, it muſt lead 


to this neceſſary conclution, that there did exiſt, 
when 1t was framed, an intention on the part of 
the Directory to break off the negociation in the 
outſet, My ſecond object, in point of reaſoning, 
though a very primary one in point of importance, 
was either to prevent the negociation breaking off 
at all, or, if this was not to be prevented, to endea- 
vour to be fo clear and explicit in my language, 
and to draw the line fo diſtinctly between ſuch ſa- 
* as his Majeſty might be inclined to make 
in 


19 


in order to reſtore ſo great a bleſfing as peace, and 
thoſe to which the dignity of his Crown, and the 
intereſt of his ſubjects, would never allow him to 
attend, as to make it impoſſible that by any future 
cCavil or ſubterfuge, the interruption of the treaty, 


ik unfortunately it ſhould be interrupted, could be 


imputed to any other cauſe than the exorbitant 
demands of the French Government : And the 
better to enſure this purpoſe, I explained to them 
that his Majeſty having already, in a detailed 
projet, ſtated freely and fully his conditions, and 
theſe conditions having been at once rejected, by 
a {ſweeping claim of the French Government, it 
was not firting nor. reaſonable, neither could it be 
expected, that any new propoſals ſhould originate 
with his Majeſty ; and that on every ground the 
King had a right to expect a comre projet from 
them, ſtating» at once plainly and without referve 
the whole of what they had to aſk, inftead of 
bringing forward ſeparate points, one after ano- 
ther, directly contrary to the principle on which 
_ we. had agreed to begin the negociation, and 
which, from their being inſulated, could only tend 
to protract and impede its progreſs. a 

On the firſt point, on the inadmiſſibility of the 
preliminary conditions as propoſed by the French 
Government, one of the French Plenipotentiaries 
ſaid, it was impoſſible for them to do more than 
to take it for reference; that the inſtructions they 
had received, when the Directory ſent them the 
Note, were preciſe and poſitive; and that they 
had received none ſince. He therefore had on 
that point ſimply to requeſt of me, that I would 
ſtate in writing the ſeveral grounds on which his 
Majeſty rejected this propoſition, in order that the 


report NATE” by them to the Directory 
G2 might 


— 
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might be correct: And he aſſured me, that i&;:T \ 
did not think it proper to put in writing all the 
arguments I had uſed to them in the conference, 
they would bave no ſcruple of employing thoſe I 
omitted in ſuch a way as was the beſt calculated 
to give them weight, and, to uſe the French Mini- 
/ter's own expreſſion, to place the EEO once 
more on its legs. 

In regard to the ſecond point, he had no hes: | 
tation in agreeing with me, that the beſt method, 
and indeed the only one, which could accelerate 
the whole of the buſineſs, was for them to give in 
a contre projet ; neither did he attempt to diſprove 
our perfect right to expect one from them before 
we made any new propoſals. . But he ſaid, that it 
was not neceſſary for him to obſerve, that as long 
as they were bound by their inſtructions not to 
give way on the propoſition I had now ſo decided- 
ly rejected, that it was impoſſible for them to move 
a ſtep without new orders from the Directory; 
that they would aſk for theſe orders immediately, 
and loſe no time in eee me when they 
were received. 

J obſerved that in our laſt conference he had i in- 
timated to me they were empowered to come to 
ſome explanation with me on the ſubject of compen- 
lation to be made to his Majeſty for the great ceſ- 
ſions he was diſpoſed to make; that at the time, I 
conceived theſe explanations were of a nature to 
qualify the wide claim ſtated in the Note, and that 
if J had abſtained from preſſing him further at the 
moment, it was from perceiving a reluctance on 
their part to bring them forward: That, however, 
if they really had ſuch propoſals to make to me, 
and if they were of a nature to meet in ſubſtance 
and effect the baſis laid down in the projet I had 
given, I ſhould be well 9 to liſten to them. 


= Te 


One of the F. rench Min i/ters, after ſome hefitaticn, 8 


and a ſort of ſilent reference to one of his 82 | 


leagues, ſaid, he thought as matters now ſtood, it 
would be much better to wait their anſwer from 
Paris :---That it was a very important period, a 
criſis in the negociation, the reſult of which-proba-. 
bly would be concluſive as to its fate ; and that it 
ſeemed to be of more conſequence to make this re- 
ſult as conformable to what he hoped I was con- 


vinced were as much their wiſhes as mine, than to - 


waſte our time in diſcuſſions. which were uſeleſs,” 
not to ſay more, till this was aſcertained. _ 
I confined myſelf i in my reply to ſaying, I had 
no objection whatever to giving to the French Ple- 
nipotentiaries a paper, ſtating the ſtrong motives 
on which his Majeſty reje the propolition made 
in their Note of the 15th; and that as I, on my 
part, had conſidered it a duty to make my re- 
ports as conciliatory as was conſiſtent with truth 
and correctneſs, ſo I heard with great pleaſure the 
aſſurances he gave me of their intending to ob- 
ſerve the ſame line of conduct. 
That as we ſeemed perfectly agreed as to the 
propriety of their producing a contre projet, I had 
nothing to ſay on that point, except to expreſs my 
moſt ſincere with that it would ſoon appear, and 
when it did appear, be ſuch a one as would lead to 
a ſpeedy and atisfaCtory concluſion of the V 
tion. 


5 No. XXVI. 
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No. XXVI 
Note from Lord Malmeſbury to the F, rench Plenipe- 


tentiaries. 


The Miniſter Plenipotentiary of | his Britannic 
Majeſty has tranſmitted to his Court the Note 


which was delivered to him the 15th of this month, 


by the Miniſters Plempotentiary of the French Re- 
vuiblic ; ; and having received the orders of the 
King his maſter, on this ſubject, he haſtens to re- 


peat to them, in writing, conformably to the deſire 
which they have expreſſed to him, the following 


reflections, which he had already ſtated to them 
verbally, in conſequence of his moſt ora in- 


ſtructions. 


He obſerves in the firſt place, that to require 
« as an indiſpenſable preliminary of negociation 
for peace with England, the conſent of his Bri- 
« tannic Majeſty to the formal reſtitution of all the 


« poſſeſſions which he occupies, as well thoſe of 


« the French Republic, as further and formally 
« thoſe of Spain and the Batayian Republic,” is to 
wiſh to eſtabliſh a private condition, which ex- 


cludes all reciprocity, refuſes to the King all com- 
penſation, and leaves no object of ulterior negocia- 


tion. 


That the French Republic formally authoriſed 


by its allies to negociate the articles of peace in 


their name, cannot fairly ſet up its partial treaties 
with them, in oppoſition to reaſonable propoſals of 
peace, ſince it is univerſally underſtood that the 
Contracting Parties always preſerve the power to 


modify, by mutual conſent, the conditions by 
which they _ be engaged to each other, hene- 


ver 
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ver their common intereſts may require it :---Con- 
ſequently, the propoſition made to the King of a 
general and gratuitous reſtitution as an indeſpenſa- 
ble preliminary, would neceſſarily impute to his 
Catholic Majeſty, and to the Batavian Republic, 
diſpoſitions far leſs pacific than thoſe which ani- 
mate the French Republic. 

That moreover, in conſequence of what 12 04 
in the firft conferences, Lord Malmeſbury has al- 
ways thought himſelf entitled to expect that the 
King his maſter would find a compenſation for the 
ſacrifices he was ready to make for peace, by re- 
taining a part of his conqueſts; and he was the 
leſs able to foreſee any obſtacle on account of the 
| ſecret articles of the Treaties which bind the Fench 
Republic, as the principle of compenſation was 
acknowledged by a formal and poſitive Declara- 
tion, made in the name of the Executive Directo- 
ry, and communicated in an Official Note, dated 
the 27th of November 1796; a Dookration, poſte- 
rior to the completion of theſe Treaties. | 
It was, therefore, in order to remove, as —_— as 

poſlible, every difficulty that, in the project of a 
Treaty, which Lord Malmeſbury has delivered to 
the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
public, the alternative was left to France to ſettle 
this compenſation on its own poſſeſſion, or on thoſe 
of its Allies: But the abſolute refuſal of this alter- 
native appears to do away the. only poſſible means 
of conciliating every intereſt, and of arriving at an 
honourable, juſt and permanent peace. 

Lord Malmeſbury, perſuaded that ſuch cannot 
be the intention of the French Government, hopes, 
that in conſeqnence of the reaſons herein Aated, a 
condition will not be inſiſted upon, to which his 
Britannic Majeſty can by no means conſent. 

„„ | He 


C03 


his high conſideration. 
(Signed) | | MaratesBuRY. 


TIT, 24th 2 1797. 
UP No. XXVII. 


Extract of a Diſpatch From Lord Malmeſbury to Lord 
| Grenville, dated Liſle, Sunday, Augaft 6th, 1 797. 


Mr Lox, ' 


I fully expected, when I eeckived the incloſed 
Note on Friday, the conference propoſed was to ac- 
quaint me with the inſtructions the French Pleni- 
potentiaries had received from the Directory, on 
the Note I had given in near a fortnight ago, as an 


of his Majeſty's Conqueſts from each of his enemies 
1s required as an ET, ERA preliminary to all 
negociation. 

I was therefore furpiinid and diſappointed, when 


they had received that morning from Paris did not 
bring 'any ſpecific reply to my laſt Note, but only 
went to inform them that the Directory had Aiken 


would acquaint them as ſoon as ere with the re- 
ſult. 


prize that there exiſted any heſitation whatever in 
the mind of the Directory on a point, which, al- 
though a very important, was certainly a very 
{imple one: That to allow it to remain in doubt 
whether his Majeſty was to have any compenſation 


» OS : Or 


He agaln requeſts the Miniflers Plenipotentiary | 
of the French Republic to accept the aſſurances of 


anſwer to that in which the reſtitution of the whole 


I had taken my place at the conference, to hear 
from the French Plenipotentiaries, that the letters 


the ſubject into their moſt ſerious conſideration, and 


I could not avoid expreſſing my concern and ſur- 


6 


or not, was in other words to leave it in doubt 
whether the Directory ſincerely meant Peace or 
not? And that, although I was very far from wiſh- 
ing for any improper haſte, or not to move in a 
matter of ſuch magnitude with becoming prudence 
and deliberation, yet I could not forbear lamenting 
that more than a month had now elapſed without 
our having advanced a ſingle ſtep, notwithſtanding 
his Majeſty had, in the very outſet of the negocia- 
tion, manifeſted a moderation and forbearance un- 
precedented under ſimilar circumſtances :---That 
anxious as I was not to prejudice it by any repre- 
ſentations of mine, I muſt ſay, this delay placed me 
in a very aukward poſition, as I really did not per- 
ceive how I could account for it in a way at all ſa- 
tisfactory, at the ſame time that it was quite impoſ- 
fible for me to ſuffer a longer ſpace of time to paſs 
over without writing to my Court. 

One of the French Plenipotentiaries expreſſed his 
earneſt wiſh that I would write immediately ; he 
was confident this delay would be ſeen in its true 
light; and added, Si nous n'avancons pas a pas 
Ceant j eſpere que nous marchous d'un par ſur. 
And another of them repeated this en 

1 expreſſed my ſincere hope this might be the 
caſe, but it would have been much better proved 
by the communication of the counter projet they 
had in a manner pledged themſelves to procure, 
than by any vague and indeterminate aſſurances of 
what might poſſibly be the reſult of the preſent. 
ſuſpenſion of all buſineſs. They obſerved to me, 
that the counter projet would of courſe be (virtual- 
ly) contained in their next inſtructions, and that 
their only motive for wiſhing to ſee me was, to con- 
vince me that this delay had neither originated 
with them, nor been occaſioned at Paris by any 
want of attention to this important buſineſs, or 

H from 


6 


from any cauſe not immediately and cloſely con- 
nected with it. 


I defired to know from them when they thought 
it probable they ſhould receive poſitive and ex plicit ; 


inſtructions, whether in three, four, or five days? 
They ſaid, it would be probably eight or ten. And 
one of them obſerved, that as our not meeting more 
frequently gave riſe to many idle rumours and falſe 
reports, he would propoſe to me, if I had no objec- 


tion, to meet every other day at two o'clock: That 


it was very poſſible that in our next two or three 


meetings we might have nothing material to ſay, 


but that we ſhould get better acquainted with each 
other, and in our converſations mutually ſuggeſt 1- 


deas which might be of uſe.---I readily conſented h 


to this. 
T had a conference again this morning. 80 1 


was very, deſirous of being enabled to tranſmit to 


your Lordſhip ſome more ſatisfactory accounts as to 
the motives of this delay, I again preſſed the French 
Plenipotentiaries on this point. They each of them 


repeated what they had ſaid before, and on my en- 


deavouring to make them feel how impoſſible it 
was that his Majeſty ſhould not be hurt at this de- 
mur on {o very ſimple a point, one of them ſaid, you 
ought to augur favourably from it; your Note was 
a refuſal to agree to what was ſtated by the Direc- 


tory in their inſtructions to us as a ſine qua non : 


If the Directory were determined to perſiſt in this 


fine qua non, they would have faid fo at once-— 


* Fe Vous affure qu'il nous auroit promptement ren- 
voye le Courier,” were his words. The time they 


take' to deliberate indicates beyond a doubt that 


they are looking for ſome temperament, and it 
{carce can be doubted that one will be found.--- 


I ſaid J was well 1 to hear him ſay this; but 
|  Uhat 
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that ſtill he muſt be aware that it would not be an * 


eaſy taſk for me to make my diſpatches to day ei- 
ther intereſting or ſatisfactory. 


Another of the French Min ere ſaid that he really: 


believed that this would be the only great impedi- 
ment we ſhould have to encounter, that every thing 
would go on quickly and ſmoothly, and that I muit 
admit the preſent to be a very important and dit. 
ficult point in the negociation. I agreed with him 


entirely as to its importance, but could not acqut-. 


eſce as to its difficulty. 
I am very ſorry, my Lord, that in ſuch a moment, 


and after waiting fo long, I ſhould not be able to 
ſend you more explicit and deciſive aſſurances ; but 


it is not in my power to compel the French Nego- 
ciators to move on faſter. All I can do is by my 


conduct and language to take care that no part- 


whatever of the imputation of delay ſhould attach 


to me. I have, at every conference I have held, 
always declared my readineſs to proceed, and I fhall 


not tail to repeat this every time we meet. 


N o. XXVIII. 


4 


Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to Lord 


Maimeſoury: 


Tre Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
public will be happy to have an opportunity ofcon- 
verſing for a few minutes with Lord Malmeſbury ; 
and they have in conſequence the honour of pro- 
poſing to him to meet them at two o'clock to day, 


or any other hour which may be more convenient 


tozhim, and which he will have the goodneſs to ap- 
point. 


2 They. 
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( 60 ) 
They renew, with pleaſure, to Lord Malmeſbury: 
the aſſurances of their high couſideration. 
(Signed) LE TOURNEUR. 
HucuEs B. Marr. 
Col chEN Sec. Gen. of the 
Legation of the Republic. 


2 5 17 Thermidor, 5th year of the 
Republic, Aug. 4, 1797. 


No. XXIX. 


Extract of a 4 Hatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord 
Grenville, dated Liſle, Aug. 14, 1797- 


IN conſequence of the reſolution we had come 
to, to meet on the days of the arrival of the poſt 
from Paris, our conferences this laſt week have ta- 
ken place regularly every other morning, except 
on Thurſday the roth of Auguſt, which being the 
anniverſary of one of the national feſtivals, the 
French Legation could not attend. 

I have in mine, No. 17, given your Lordſhip an 
account of every thing which paſſed in theſe cor - 
ferences, up to that of the 6th. On the Sth, ne- 
thing was ſaid at all worth tranſmitting, except an 
intimation flung out by one of the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries, that it would be neceſſary to take into 
conſideration the rights of neutral nations on this 
occaſion. But as he ſpoke very vageuly, andn 
general terms, I did not chooſe to preſs him for 
an explanation, as J conſider it more judicious to 
avoid diſcuſſions on ſeparate and collateral points, 
and not to enter into negociation till the whole can 
be brought under deliberation at once. 

What paſſed on the 12th was rather more in- 
tereſting. The return of Mr Waſley afforded me 


a very 


( 

a very natural opportunity of expreſſing the im · 
patience with which an anſwer to my laſt Note 
was expected by my Court; that three weeks had 
now elapſed ſince its tranſmiſſion, and that although 
I by no means wiſhed to inſinuate that due atten- 
tion had not been paid-to ſo very important a ſub- 
ject as that on which we were treating, yet I could 
not but greatly. lament, that day after day ſhould 
be allowed to paſs away without our proceeding at 


all in the great buſineſs for which we were met. 


One of the French Miniſters ſaid, that it was impoſ- 
 fible I could lament this delay more than they did; 
that they had already declared to me that it was 
occaſioned by a wiſh not to create but to remove 
difficulties ; and that they could aſſure me poſi- 


tively, that the French Government had no other 


object in view; and that I ſhould find when once 
began fairly to negociate, we ſhould proceed very 
rapidly. 

I replied it was indeed very material to make 
good the time we had loſt. The French Miniſter 
anſwered, you would not call it time loſt if you 
knew how it was employed. On my expreſling, 
by my manner, a wiſh to be informed, he went on, 
by ſaying, we will not ſcruple to tell you, though 
we feel we ought not yet to do it officially, that we 
are conſulting with our Allies; that we have com- 
municated to them all that has paſſed here, we have 
ſtated that, unleſs they mean to continue the war, 
they muſt releaſe us from our engagements, and 
enable us, to a certain degree, to meet tos: pro- 
poſals. 

The conference to-day is this moment over. 
One of the French Plenipotentiaries informed me, 
that he had received this morning a letter from 
the Preſident of the Directory, aſſuring him that 

in 
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E 
in four or five days they would receive their finaf 
inſtructions; and he added of himſelf, that he truſt- 
ed theſe would be ſuch as would enable us to con- 
tinue our work without any further interruption. 
I ſaid I hoped theſe inſtructions would be in ſubſtance 
a Counter Project, as I did not ſee how any thing 
ſhort of one could enable us to proceed ſo rapidly 
as he deſcribed. He agreed with me entirely, 
and aſſured me that both he and his colleagues had 
- repeatedly ſtated the neceſſity of a Counter Project 
being ſent” them; and he obſerved that he really 
thought the French Government might have fore- 
ſeen every thing which had paſſed and been pre- 
pared with one; and that this would have ſaved 
a great deal of valuable time. As I could not my- 
{elf have ſaid more, I readily gave a full aſſent to- 
what I heard. 


No. XXX. = 


Extract of a diſpatch from Lord Grenville to Lord 
Malmeſbury, dated Downing ſtreet, 82885 19, 


17 


AN expreſſion mentioned in one of your Lord- 
ſhip's laſt diſpatches to have fallen. from one of the 
French Plenipetentiaries, leads to the preſumption 
that it is intended on the part of France, to bring 
forward ſome propoſals about the navigation of 
Neutral powers in time of war. Your Lordſhip will 
beſt judge of the proper opportunity of expreſſing 
his Majeſty s decided and unalterable reſolution on 
this point, not to admit of any propoſals for treat- 
ing with his enemies on the ſubject of the right 
or claims of Neutral powers. 

The only other remark with which I have to 


trouvle your Lordſhip by this Meſſenger, relates to 
| an 


( 63.) 


an a expreiiich in the late Meſſage of the Directory 
to the Council of Five Hundred, which, if literally 
taken, conveys an accuſation againſt his Majesty's 
Government, that ſome delay has ariſen on the part 
of this country in the Negociations at Liſle. -Fhis 
is ſo avowedly contrary to the fact, that it muſt be 
conſidered as impoſſible that ſuch a charge could 
be intended to be made by a Government which 

had at that moment delayed three weeks making | 
any anſwer to his Majeſty's diſtinct and liberal pro- 
poſals for peace, and whoſe Plenipotentiaries were 
daily apologizing to your Lordſhip for this unbe- 
coming, and as they almoſt confeſs, unaccountable 
delay; but as the point is too important to be left 
unnoticed, it is the King's pleaſure that your Lord- 
ſhip ſhould preſent a Note, remarking upon the 
ſenſe to which theſe words are liable, expreſſing 
your perſuaſion that ſuch cannot be the intention 
with which they were uſed; but aſking on the part 
of your Court an explanation to that effect, which 
cannot be refuſed without a violation of eyery thing 

which truth and juſtice require on ſuch an oc - 


ion. 


No. XXXI. 


Extract from the Meſſage of the French Directory to 
the Council of Five Hundred, Aug. tb, 1797. 


Ix ſhort, this cauſe is in the ſame deſpondency 
in which all good Citizens, and particularly the de- 
fenders of the Country are, at ſeeing deferred at 
the very moment when its concluſion was thought 
to be near at hand, and after having bought it with 
ſo much blood and fo much ſuftering---a definitive 


Peace, which the heads of the vanawſhed Coal- 
- tion 


( 64 ) 


tion at length ſolicited in good earneſt, when its con- 
clufion was expected, and which a Government 


friendly to humanity were ſtill more earneſt to con- 


clude : When, all on a ſudden, buoyed up with 
new hopes, reckoning upon a general diſſolution 
of the Government by the failing of its finances, 
upon its deſtruction, upon the death or baniſhment 
of its braveſt Generals, and upon the diſperſion and 
loſs of its armies, theſe very ſame coaleſced powers 
have thrown as much delay into the negociations, 
as they had ſhewn anxiety to bring them to an 
end. | Wh 


No. XXXII. 


Copy of a diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord 
Grenville, dated Lifle, Aug. 20. 1797. 


IN my conference of this morning, I took an op- 


portunity of remarking to the French Plenipoten- 
tiaries of the very unfair and extraordinary aſſer- 
tion which had appeared in the meſſage of the gth 
inſtant, from the Directory to the Council of Five 
Hundred, viz. © que les Pyifſances coaliſees ont mis 
* autant de Lenteur dant les Negoctations, qu'elles a- 
* vozent montre de Pardeur pour tes terminer.” 1 
obſerved to them, that I had orders from my Court 
to alk a preciſe explanation, whether this accuſa- 
tion of delay was meant to apply to the manner in 
which his Majeſty had conducted the Negociation 
at Liſle, and if it was ſo meant, to declare that no 


accuſation was ever more deſtitute of foundation, 


nor a wider deviation from the real fact. I ſaid I 
was perfectly ready to abide by their determina- 
tion on this point, convinced that it was impoſſible 
for them not to acknowledge that the delay (if 

| | there 
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there had been any blameable delay) reſted with 
the French Government and not with his Majeſty. 
The French Plenipotentiaries admitted this to be 
moſt ſtrictly true; that the phrafe I had quoted 
was an ilLLjudged one and mal redigee; but that 
it could not in any point of view whatever be con- 


ſtrued as applying to England, and they were ready to 


_ tay, that when it was written, the Directory alluded 
 folely to the Court of Vienna ; that they could al-. 
ſure, me they had been very faithful in their Re- 
ports, and that when they ſaid this it was ſaying in 
other words that I had carried on the Negociation 
with as much expedition as poſſible; and that if it 
had proceeded flowly for this laſt month, the ſlow- 
neſs aroſe on their fide and not on mine. 
I faid, I could not for an inftant call in queſtion 
their feelings upan this point; it was the infinua- 
tion conveyed in the Meſſage, and which had gone 
over Europe, that it was neceſſary for me to clear 
up, and to. know whether the Directory thought 
and felt as they did. One of the French Mimiſters, 
with very.ſtrong expreſſions, aſſured me the Di- 
rectory certainly did think and feel like them ;--- 
that no unfair or infidiqus allufion was meant ; 
and added, gue ce. Mefſage etoit fait pour ſti- 
«* -muler les Confeils.” I went on by obſerving, it 
was very eſſential for me to have this fully explain- 
ed, and that I ſhould give them in a Note to this 
effect; they requeſted I would not, it would lead to 
diſagreeable diſcuſſions, and would not anſwer the 
end I. propoted. They would take upon them- 
ſelyes now to aſſure me in the name of the Direc- 
tory, that nothing at all ſimilar to the conſtruction 
I put on the phraſe was intended, and that as ſoon 
as they could receive an anſwer to the report they 
thould make of to day's converſation, they wou'd 
ſay the ms from the N itſelſ. 
1 55 „ we: 


96 
I hope, my Lord, I have, therefore, by obtaining 
this very preciſe and formal diſavowal of an inten- 
tion to fix any imputation of delay on his Majeſty's © 
Government, fulfilled the object of my inſtructions 
on this particular point. If, when the French Ple- 
nipotentiaries ſpeak from the Directory, the diſa- 
vowal ſhould not be equally ſatisfactory and com- 
plete, I then will not fail, according to your Lord- 
ſhip's order, to give in a Note. | | 
| I have the honour to be, &c: 
(signed) MarMesBuky. 
Right Honourable Lord Grenvilie. 


No. XXXIII. 


Extract f a Diſpatch from . Lord Malmeſbury to Z 
Lord Grenville, dated Lijle, Aug. 22, 1797. 


The four conferences I have held with the French 

Plenipotentiaries, fince I laſt wrote to your Lord- 
ſhip on the 14th inſtant, will not, I fear, furniſh 
very intereſting: materials for a diſpatch. 

Our conference of this morning was principally 
employed in what I have related in my other diſ- 
patch; but the French Plenipotentiaries aſſured 
me, that by Thurſday, or at the-lateſt by Saturday, 
they expected to receive their long expected Meſ- 
ſenger. 5 N 


No. XXXIV. 


Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord 
_ Grenville, dated Liſie, Aug. 29, 1797. 


Tam extremely ſorry to be forced to announce 
to your Lordſhip, that freſh delays occur in the 
Progrels of the Negociation. TP 


'The 


„ 

The French Plenipotentiaries informed me at 
our conference yeſterday, that the laſt anſwer from 
Holland was ſo unſatisfactory that the Directory 
had ordered the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs to re- 
turn it to the Dutch Miniſters at Paris; that the 
Dutch Miniſters could not take upon themſelyes 
to alter it in the way the Directory propoſed, but 
had been obliged to refer'it to their Government 
for new orders; and that therefore, ſuppoſing no 
time to be loſt in deliberation on this ſubject at 
the Hague, it would be at leaſt a week from to- 
day before any farther account could be received. 

„ 

After lamenting this unexpected procraſtination 
of our buſineſs, I expreſſed a wiſh. to know what 
the Dutch anſwer had been, what objections the 
Directory had made to it, and the alteration OW 
were deſirous it ſhould undergo. 

| One of the French Plenipotentiaries. ſaid, it had 
not been communicated to them, but that he un- 


derſtoood it was complexe, louche et peu ſatisfaiſante.--- 


That the Directory expected that it ſhould be clear 
and diſtin, and ſuch a one as would enable them 
to ſend ſuch inſtructions here, as would allow us to 
go on. with the Negociation in a way. to recover - 
the time we had loſt. | 


No. XXXV. 


Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord 
Grenville, dated Liſle, Sept. 5. 1797. 


I ſhould have conſidered what has paſſed in our- 
conferences fince I laſt had the honour of writing 
to your Lordſhip by Mr Weſley, as in itſelf too un- 


important to authorize me to diſpatch a Meſſenger, _ 


bat that in general I think it my duty never to- 
* F leave 
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leave your Lovddhip: more than a week without 
hearing from me; and I was allo glad of an oppor- 
tunity to acknowledge the receipt. of your Lord- 
-ſhip's diſpatch, No. 23, which was delivered to me 
by the Meſſenger Shaw on the 31ſt Auguſt, at ten 
P.M. 

Nothing but common coalition pets in our 
conferences of the zoth Auguſt and of the iſt Sep- 
tember. In that of the 3d the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries confirmed what they had taken upon 
themſelves to aſſure me on the 22d Auguſt, in con- 
ſequence of the Repreſentation I had your Lord- 
ſhip's orders to make on the expreſſions employed 
by the Directory in their Meſſage ofthe gth Auguſt 
to the Councils, and which expreſſions appeared to 
fix an imputation of delay on his Majeſty's Govern- 
ment in the progreſs of the Negociation. They 
ſaid that they had reported to the Directoty what 
T obſerved on this ſubject, and that they were now 
charged to repeat what I had already, heard from 
them, and to declare that no intention ſimilar to 
that 1 ſuppoſed ever exiſted on the part of the 
Directory. 

In our conference of this morning, although 1 
had reaſon to expect that the anſwer from the 
Hague was arrived at Paris, yet it was not admit- 
ted by the French Flenipotentianes. 


| No. XXXVI. 


Extract 6 f a diſpatch from Lord M. almeſpury to Lord 
— enville, dated. Liſle, gth Sept. 1797 


I NEED not ſay that the two conferetices which 
have been held ſince I difpatched the Meſſenger 
(Brooks) were not likely, under the preſent cir- 
cumſtances of this country, to afford any thing ex- 
tremely important or intereſting. ; 

n 


( 4 ) 9 


In that of Thurſday the 7th, one of the French | 


Plenipotentiaries began, on my entering the room, 
by announcing a wiſh that the great event which 


had taken place at Paris ſhould not interrupt for a 


long time our negociation, or deſtroy the pleaſing 
proſpect we had of its ſoon terminating ſucceſsful- 
ly ; and from his manner I clearly ſaw it was his 


opinion it would not. I endeavoured to diſcover 


whether he ſpoke in conſequence of any private 
intelligence he had received from Paris, or ſimply 


from his own private judgment, and I found it 


was entirely from the latter. 


In our conference of this morning, he ſaid they | 


were ſtill without any letters from M. Taleyrand, 
(which rather ſurpriſed him); but he could affure 


me with certainty, that by Monday they ſhould be 


empowered to go on with the Negociation, and 
that I _— lafely lay ſo to my Court. 


No. XXXVII. 


Eura of a 1 ipateh from Lord Grenville to Lird 
Malmeſbury, dated Downng 7 


: Sow Lordſhip's diſpatches, by the Meſſenger 
Shaw, were received here this morning. 

It would be premature. in the preſent moment 
to enter into any reaſoning on the effect which the 
extraordinary events at Paris may be expected to 
have on the important Negociation with which 
your Lordſhip is charged. A very fe days muſt 
now probably ſhew, in the moſt unequivocal man- 
ner, what are the views which are-entertained by 
the now predominant party at Paris, reſpecting 
the queſtion of Peace or War with Great Britain: 


And it becomes his Majeſty" s Government to wait 
| the 
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1 
the event with the ſame deſire for accommodation 
on reaſonable terms, and the ſame firmneſs with 
reſpect to undue and inſulting demands, which has 
actuated every part of the conduct held by "we 
RP. 
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No. XXXVIII. 


Copy of a di iſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord 
Grenville, dated Li Je, . Sept. ZI, 1 797- 


My Lox, 


ON my going to the 0b this morning, 
the French Plenipotentiaries informed me, that 
the whole French Legation was recalled, and that 
Meſſrs. Treilhard and Bonnier d' Alco were ap- 
pointed in their room. They ſaid, their orders 
were to communicate this event to me immediate 
ly; and at the ſame time to add, in the name of 
the French Government, that this alteration in the 
choice of the Negociators would not produce any | 
whatever in the diſpoſition of the Directory to | 
bring the Negociation to a happy iſſue. | 

J aſſured them I was extremely ſorry to hear 4 f 
they were recalled: That we had hitherto acted | 
together ſo cordially, that it was to be lamented a- 0 
ny circumſtances had ariſen which made the French 
Government think it adviſable to put the Nego- 
ciation into'other hands. | 

That I received with ſatisfaction what they told 

me as to the ſentiments manifeſted by the Directo- 
ry, relative to the Negociation; and that T could 
aſſure them they were ſuch as certainly exiſted in 
the breaſt of my Royal Maſter. 

I then ſuggeſted to them, whether it would not 
be proper to give me an Official Note on this oc- 4 
cCaſion, ſince it, made a very marked period in the 
Nego- 
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Negoci iation; and as they perfectly agreed with 
me on the propriety of this, they ſent me that I 
now incloſe. 

I conſider this event as ſo material, that I do not 
loſe a moment in diſpatching one of my ſervants 
to England, as I have at preſent 1 no Meſſenger 
with me. | 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

| Signedy - MAarLmMEsSBURY. 


No. XXXIX. 


Note frem the French Plenipotentiaries 10 Lord 
. Malmeſbury. | 


The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republic, have the honour to inform Lord Malmeſ- 
bury that they have received by this day's poſt, a 
Decree of the Executive Directory, ſignifying their 
recall, and the nomination, of Citizens Treilthard 
and Bonnier to ſucceed them, and to continue the 
Negociations entered upon with England. 

The Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, in ſending to 
the underſigned Miniſters Plenipotentiary this De- 
cree of the Directory, of the 22d of this month, or- 
ders them to wait the arrival of their ſucceſſors.--- 
It alſo directs them to inform the Miniſter Pleni- 
potentiary of his Britannic Majeſty, that the change 
of the Negociators does not carry with it any change 
in the diſpoſition of the Directory, with e to 
the Negociation. 

The Minifters Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
public have the honour to renew to Lord Malmeſ- 
bury the aſſurances of their high conſideration. 

(Signed) LE TouRN RUR. 

Lifl-, 25 Fruftidor, 5 year Huduks B. MARET. 

- of the Republic, Seb. 11, 

1797. CoLCHEN, Sec. Gen. of the Leg. 

No. XL. 


* Eq 


No. XL. 


Note.---From Lord Mainteſbury to the H rench Ple- 
nipotentiaries. 


Tun Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his ne 


ceipt of the Note which.the Miniſters Plenipoten- 


rectory, which ſignifies their recall and the nomina- 
to continue the Negociations already commenced. | 
will tranſmit without delay to his Court, the af. 
/ the Directory as to the Negociation. 

'Lord Malmeſbury, in thanking the Miniſters 
Plenipotentiary of the French Republic for this 


communication, begs them to be perſuaded of his 


to accept the aſſurances of his high conſideration. 
| (Signed): err. 


Liſte, Sept. 1 12, 1797. 
No. XII. 


7 


Grenville, dated Liſle, 15th September, I 797- 


Mr "TY . 
Tux new French Vienipotentiaties: Meſſis Triel- 
hard and Bonnier d' Alco, with their principal Se- 
cretary M. Derche, and two private Secretaries, 
arrived here at five o clock A. M. on . edneſday 


Majeſty has the honour to acknowledge the re- | 


tiary of the French Republic have addreſſed to him, 
communicating the Decree of the Executive Di- 7” 


tion of the Miniſters deſtined to ſucceed them, and 
He receives at the {ame time with ſatisfaction, and 


ſurance that this change of the Negociators does 
not bring with it any change i in the wo OE of 5 


perſonal regret. on account of their departure, and 


Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Alas ey to Lord 


the 


4-223 
the 13th inſtant, at eleven A. M. they ſent M. 
Derche to acquaint me with their arrival, and to 
enquite at what hour I would receive their viſit ? 
In conſequence of my ſaying whenever it was con- 
venient to them, they came immediately, attended 
by Meſſrs. Le Tourneur, Maret and Colchen. 

On taking leave, M. Le Tourneur came forward 

and ſaid to me, in his name and that of his col- 
leagues, that they could not terminate their miſſion 
without expreſſing the ſatisfaction they had felt 
from the openneſs and candour ¶ Loyaute et Fran- 
chiſe) with which I had acted during the whole of 
the Negociation, or take leave of me, without ex- 
preſſing their ſincere perſonal regrets; that the re- 
collection of my conduct would always be agree- 
able to them, and that it had given me the ftrong- 
eſt title to their eſteem and good wiſhes. 
After giving the new Plenipotentiaries as much 
; time as was neceſſary to return to their own houſe, 
I ſent Mr. Roſs to aik at what hour I might return 
their viſit? And, in conſequence of their anſwer, 
I went to thee, LION by Lord Morpeth and 
Mr Ellis. 

I took an opperigairy of returnin g the a 
ment M. Le Tourneur had made me; and I muſt 
in juſtice repeat, my Lord, what 1 have already 
ſaid, that his conduct and that of his colleagues 
has, in every point which has depended on them, 
been perfectly fair and honourable, and in no in- 
ſtance contrary to the principles they anounced, 
and the profeſſions they made. It is therefore 
impoſſible for me not to regret them, and not to 
conſider the change of Negociators at leaſt as a ve- 
xy ns if not a very unfortunate incident. 
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Copy of a diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord 


Grenville, dated Liſle, 19th September, 1797. 


Mx Lon, | | 
J ſhall endeavour in this diſpatch to give your 


Lordſhip as circumſtantial an account as my memo- 
Ty will allow me to do, of what has paſled in the 


two conferences I have held with the new French 


Plenipotentiaries. 


In that of the 14th, after communicating to me 


the arrete of the Directory appointing them to ſuc- 


ceed Meſſieurs Le Tourneur and Maret, and em- 
powering them to continue the Negociation with 


me, one of them began by making the ſtrongeſt aſ- 


ſurances of the ſincere deſire entertained by the 
Directory for Peace. He obſerved, that if this de- 
fire had manifeſted itſelf ſo ſtrongly at a moment 
when the two great authorities of the country were 


at variance, it muſt naturally become ſtronger and 


be exerted with more effect. when all ſpirit of divi- 
ſion was ſuppreſſed, and when the Government was 
ſtrengthened by the perfect concord which now 
reigns between all its branches : that the firſt and 
moſt material point to be aſcertained in every Ne- 
gociation was the extent of the full powers with 


which the Negociators are veſted ; that I ſhould 


find theirs to be very ample; and that es it was 
neceſſary to the ſucceſs of our diſcuſſions that mine 
ſhould be equally ſo, they had it in command to pre- 
ſent a Note, the object of which was to enquire 


whether I was authoriſed to treat on the principle 


of a general reſtitution of every poſſeſſion remain- 
ing in his Majeſty's hands, not only belonging to 
them, but to their allies: That I was not unac- 

5 A4uainted 


4 


quainted with their laws and with their treaties; 
that a great country could not on any occaſion act 
in contradiction to them; and that aware as I muſt. 
be of this, I could not but expect the queſtion con- 
tained in the Note, neither could I conſider the 
requiſition of an explicit anſwer, previous to enter- 
ing upon the Negociation, as arifin g from any other 
motive than that of the moſt perfect wiſh, on the 
part of the Directory, to bring it to a- ſucceſoful and 
above all, to a ſpeedy concluſion. 

I replied, that if after what I heard I could allow 
myſelf to hope for ſuch an event as he ſeemed to 
think probable, or. give any credit to the pacific 
diſpoſitions he announced onthe part of the French 
Government, ſuch hepe muſt arife ſolely from the 
confidence I might place on his. aſſurances ; ſince 
the meaſure itſelf now adopted by the Directory 
was certainly calculated to make a directly con- 
trary impreſſion on my mind; that I could not 
conceal from him, that far from expecting ſuch a 
queſtion, its being now put ſurpriſed me beyond 
meaſure, and ſtill more {ſo when from his com- 
ment upon it I was to infer, that he wiſhed me 


to conſider it as tending to promote a ſpeedy pa- 


cificatipn ; that the queſtion expreſſed in the Note 
he had delivered (for he had given it to me, and 
I had read it over as he ended his ſpeech) was word 
for word the ſame as that put to me by his pre- 
deceſſors ſo long ago as the 14th July ; that on the 
15th I had, from my own authority, given an an- 
ſwer, and that this anſwer I confirmed fully and 
diſtinctly by order of my Court on the 24th July ; 
that theſe Notes had to the preſent hour remained 
unnoticed, and a delay of two months had occurred; 
that the reaſons aſſigned for this delay were, as I 
was repeatedly told, a decided refolution on the 
part of the French Government to liſten to the cea- 
; | e ſonable 
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ſonable propotals made by his Majefty ; but that 
being bound by their engagments with the . Court 
of Madrid and the Batavian Republic, and wiſhing 
to treat their allies with due conſideration, they were 
deſirous of conſulting with them previous to any 
poſitive declaration, and obtaining from them a 
voluntary releaſe from thoſe engagements ſufficient |, 
to enable the French Plenipotentiaries here to ad- 
mit the bafis his Majeſty had eftabliſhed, and to 
ground on it all future diſcuſſions which might a- 
riſe in the courſe of the Negociation; that if he 
had read over the papers left undoubtedly in his 
poſſeſſion by his predeceſſors, he would find what 
I ſtated to be ſtrictly true; and that of courſe it 
could not be difficult to account for my ſurpriſe, 
when, after being told that he and his colleague 


were to take up the Negociation preciſely where 


they found it, it now became evident that it was to 
be flung back to the very point from which we 
ſtarted, and flung back in a way which ſeemed to 


threaten a concluſion very different from that he 
foretold. . 1 8 „ 
I ſhall not attempt to follow the French Miniſter 
through the very elaborate and certainly able ſpeech 
he made in reply, with a view to convince me that 
the enquiry into the extent of my full powers was 
the ſtrongeſt proof the Directory could furniſh of 
their pacific intention, and the ſhorteſt road they 
could take to accomplith the deſired end. It was 
in order to give activity to the Negociation, (activer 
was his word,) and to prevent its ſtagnating, that 
this demand was made ſo ſpecifically; and he inti- 
mated to me, that it was impoſſible for the Direc- 
tory to proceed till a full and ſatisfactory anſwer 
had been given to it. I interrupted. him here, by 
faying, their manner of acting appeared to me cal- 
| n 9” culated 


FE | 
culated to decide the negociation at once, not to 
give it activity, fince it muſt be known, I could 
not have powers of the deſcription he alluded to: . 
and even ſuppoſing I had, the admitting it would be 
in fact neither more or leſs than a complete avowal 
of the principle itſelf, which once agreed to, nothing 
. would be left to negociate about. The other French 
Plenipotentiary interpoſed here, by ſaying, that 
would not be the caſe ; many articles would ſtill re- 
main to be propoſed, and many points for important 
diſcuffion. I ſaid, every word I heard ſeemed to 
preſent freſh difficulties.  - Without replying to me, 
the fir/t-mentioned Miniſter went on by endeavouring 
to prove, that the avowal of having powers to a 
certain extent, did not imply the neceſſity of exer- 
ciſing them; that it was the avowal alone for which 
they contended, in order to determine at once the 
form the Negociation was to take; that the Note, 
and the time preſcribed in it, were in conſequence 
of the moſt poſitive orders from the Directory; and 
that if I drew from it a concluſion different from 
the aſſurances they had made me in the name of 
the Directory, I did not make the true inference.--- 
I rephed, that although the preſcribing the day on 
which the queſtion was put to me as the term 
within which I was to give my anſwer to it, was 
both a very unuſual and abrupt mode of proceed- 
ing, yet as a day was much more than ſufficient 
for the purpole, I ſhould forbear making any parti- 
cular remark on this circumſtance : That as to the 
interence to be drawn from the poſitive manner in 
which they appeared to maintain the queſtion put 
to me, TI 'really could not make it different from 
that I had already expreſſed : That the reverting 
after an interval of two months, to a queſtion al- 
ready anſwered, and which queſtion involved the 
tate. of the Negociation, certainly could not be 
conſidered as wearing a very conciliatory appear- 

| _ ance. 


c CN 
ance. That in regard to my anſwer, it could not 
be different from that I had given before: That 
my full powers, which were in their hands, were 
as extenfive as any could be, and it did not depend 
on me to give them more or leſs latitude 3 but 
that in fact their queſtion went not to the extent 
of my full powers, but to require of me to declare 
the nature of my inſtructions; and on this _ 
they certainly would forgive me if I did not _ 
out till ſuch time as the circumſtances of on 
ciation called upon me to do it. 

The French Miniſter ſtrove to prove to me, what 
he had before attempted, that the claiming a right 
of enquiry into the nature of the diſcretionary au- 
thority confided in a Miniſter, by no means implied 
an intention of requiring of him to act up to its ut- 

moſt limits. I obſerved, if no ſuch intention exiſt- 
ed, why inſtitute the enquiry? And if it did exiſt, 
why not ſay ſo at once? He ſaid, what we now 
_ aſk is little more than a matter of form; ; when you 
have given us your anſwer, we {hall follow it up 

by another ſtep, which we are ordered to take.--I - 
faid, my anſwer was given two months ago ; that, 
although I was ready to give it them again, and in 
writing, as one to their Note, yet, as it could not 

be different, I did not ſee why they ſhould not pro- 
ceed immediately to the other ſtep, by which I was 
told the queſtion was to be followed up. It would 
be permature, ſaid the French Minter ; but in 
drawing up your anſwer, do not forget the force of 
the arguments I have uſed, or 1n your report to 
your Court, the aſſurances we have given of the 
earneſt wiſh of the Directory to terminate the 
I replied, that I ſtill muſt maintain, that, from 
the manner in which they thought proper to. 
define full powers, I could ſee no diſtinction be- 


tween acknowledging the power and admitting 
the 


TW] 


the principle; and that the queſtion itſelf could 


not be put with any other intention ( Vour Lord- 
ſhip wil obſerve, from the ſubſequent Notes which 
paſſed between us, that I was perfectly grounded in 
this afſertion) :---That in my reports, they might 
be fully aſſured I ſhould act up to that conciliatory 
ſpirit, which, from the earlieſt period of the Nego- 
ciation, had always decided my conduct; and 
that, inauſpicious as appearances were, I certainly 
would be careful not to make them look hoſtile.--- 
At the word hg/tile, both the French Plenipoten- 
tiartes were moſt warm 1n their proteſtations, that 


nothing could be leſs ſo ; that the idea of the Ne- 


gociation breaking off was as far from their thoughts 
as from their wiſhes. I ſaid, that although I heard 
this with pleaſure, yet 1 could not avoid adverting 
to facts, and that, when inſtead of an anſwer, and 
the favourable anſwer which I had every reaſon 
to expect, I received only the repetition of a de- 
mand, "hich had been already ſatisfied: two months 
Ago, I certainly could not think this a good omen. 
If it did not bode an immediate rupture of the 
treaty, it aſſuredly did not announce a near 
and ſucceſsful termination of it. The above-men- 
tioned Miniſter perſiſted I was miſtaken ; that the 
buſineſs would. end ſpeedily ; that ſpeed was _— 
wiſh, and ſpeed with peace for its object. 5 
On breaklng up our conference, I ſaid, that 1 
took it for granted we ſhould meet again at the 
uſual hour, on Sunday. He faid, that it perhaps 
might not be neceſſary, but that they certainly 
would let me know in time: And this conveyed 
to me the firſt ideas of what has ſince taken place. 

I incloſe your Lordſhip the Note A I received 
in this conference from the French Plenipotentia- 
ries, and the Anſwer B, which I made to it yelter- 
day morning at 10 A. M. 0 


At 6 P. M. the Note C was tranſmitted to me, 
| | to 
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to which. at 8 P. M. I returned the Anſwer D, 
by Mr Roſs, whom I ſent, in order that he might | 
bring me the paſſports 1 aſked for; but at a-quar- 


ter before 10 P. M. M. Derche, Secretary of the 
French Legation, delivered to me the paper mark- 


ed E; and this morning, at 9 A. M. I replied by 


the Note F, which ne, produced that 


marked G. 

The Notes ſent me by the French Plenipoten- 
tiaries ſpeak for themſelves; and it is unneceſſary 
to enter into any reflections on them. I am 
willing to hope that the anſwers I have made 
were ſuch as became the fituation in which I 
ſtand, the importance of the cauſe entruſted to 
me, and the ſteady but temperate conduct which | 
the ſpirit of my inſtructions enjoin me to hold. 

It was my wiſh to give every opening to the 
French Plenipotentiaries to recal the violent ſtep 
they had taken, and, if poſſible, to convince them 
of its extreme impropriety : And it was with this 
view, and with a moſt anxious defire not to ex- 
clude all hope of the reſtoration of peace, that I 
determined on ſuggeſting the idea of our ONS | 
once more before J left Liſle. =. 

This meeting took place to-day at noon : I 0- 
pened it by obſerving, that the ſeveral Notes they 
had received from me ſince the preceding evening 
had been too expreſſive of the ſurpriſe I felt at the 


' meaſure the Directory had thought proper to a- 


dopt, to make it neceſſary for me to enlarge up- 
on it in this conference; and indeed my ſole mo- 
tive for ſuggeſting that it might be for our mutual 
ſatisfaction that it ſhould be held, was, becauſe 
this meaſure appeared to me to be in ſuch direct 
contradiction to the very ſtrong aſſurances I had 

ſo conſtantly and repeatedly heard from them, and 
to the pacific intentions with which they declared 
they were ſent, that it was my earneft wiſh (be- 
fore 


( 81 ) 


fore J conſidered their conduct as forcing me to a 
ſtep which muſt ſo materially affect the ſucceſs of 
the Negociation), to be perfectly certain that I 


underſtood clearly and diſtinctly the preciſe mean- 


ing of their Official Notes. On their admitting 
that nothing could be more reaſonable than that 
J ſhould, on ſo important a point, require expla- 
nation, or more ſatisfactory to them than to give 
it me, as far as lay in their power, I proceeded by 
ſaying, that it appeared to me that I was called 
upon to produce my full powers, or rather my 
inſtructions, (for however different theſe were in 
themſelves, in their demand they ſeemed conſtant. 
ly blended), and that, if either I refuſed to con- 
ſent to this, or if, on conſenting to it, it was 
found that I was not authoriſed to treat on the 
principle they laid down, I was then in the ſpace 
of twenty-four hours to leave Lifle, and return to 


my Court; and that I was required to obtain full 


authority to admit this principle, if it was wiſhed 
the Negociation ſhould proceed. This, I ſaid, ap- 
peared to me to be the evident ſenſe of the Notes, 


and I begged to know whether I had. miſtaken it 


or not? One of the French Plenipotentiaries ſaid, 
« You have underſtood it exactly ; I hope you e- 


+ qually underſtand the intention of the French 


Government, which is to accelerate Peace by 
removing every obſtacle which ſtands in its way.” 

I replied, that having now no doubt left on 
my mind as to their exact meaning, and being 
quite ſure, notwithſtanding the obſervation they 


had made, que j*avois ſaiſi la veritable intention de 
leur Note, it would, I feared be a very unprofitable 


employment of our time to argue either on the 
nature of the Principle they announced as a fine 
qua non, to even a preliminary diſcuſſion, or on 
the extreme difficulty of reconciling the peremp- 


tory command with which they opened their miſ- 
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ſion to the pacific profeſſions that accompanied it; 
that if they were determined to perſiſt in this de- 
mand, it was much better to avoid all uſeleſs al- 
tercation; and nothing in that caſe remained for 
me to do, but to aſk. for my paſſports, and to ſigni- 
fy to them my intention of leaving F rance at an 
early hour the next morning. 

They faid, they had their hands tied by an ar- 
ret of the Directory, and were bound to obſerve 
the conduct they had followed by the moſt poſitive 
orders; and although we remained together ſome 
time longer, not a hint dropt from them expreſſive 


_ of a wiſh that, inſtead of going myſelf for new in- 


ſtructions, I ſhould either write for them by a meſ- 

ſenger, or obtain them by ſending to England one 
of the Gentlemen who are with me. I endeavour- 
ed by every indirect means to ſuggeſt to them the 
neceſſity of adopting ſome ſuch modification, if 
they meant that their wiſhes for peace, in the ex- 
preſſion of which they were this morning more ea- 
ger than ever, ſhould meet with the ſlighteſt de- 
gree of credit: I again brought to their recollec- - 
tion that I was authoriſed to receive any propoſal, 
any. Gontre Projet they tendered to me, but that 
they muſt be aware that it was not poſſible for me 
to aiter the orders I had received, or to aſſume an 
authority with which IT was not inveſted. I dwelt 
particularly and repeatedly on. my being compe- 
tent to take any thing they ſaid for reference; 
but this availed nothing, except drawing from 


one of them a remark, that the full powers which au- 


thoriſed a Miniſter to hear propoſals, were widely 
different from thoſe which would enable him to ac- 
cede to them; and that it was ſuch full powers 


that the DireQory required me to ſolicit. 


An eaſy anſwer preſented itſelf to this mode. of 
reaſoning ; but I ſaw no advantage to be derived 
from prolonging a converſation, which, after the 

poſitive 
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pee declaration they had made, could lead to 
nothing; I therefore ended the conference by de- 
claring my reſolution to begin my journey at a ve- 
ry early hour the next morning, and by ſaying, 
that immediately on my arrrival in England I would 
make an exact report oſ wy Tung that, had pal- 
ſed ſince their arrival. 

I truſt, my Lord, I ſhall not incur cenſure for 
having declined to offer in diſtinct terms to wait 
at Liſle till I could know his Majeſty's pleaſure on 
the peremptory propoſal made to me: But when I 
conſidered the nature of the propoſal itſelf, the a- 
vowal that this would not be the laſt, nor perhaps the 
moſt humiliating condition required of us, and the 
imperious ſtile with which I was enjoined to de- 
part in 24 hours, it was utterly impoſſible for me 
to aſſume a language or affe a manner that could 
be interpreted into ſolicitation or entreaty : I felt 
myſelf called upon to treat the whole of this ex- 
traordinary proceeding with calmneſs and temper; 
and notwithſtanding. the deep- and. peignant con- 
cern I muſt feel at an event which I fear will re- 
move all probability of an immediate pacification, 
[ truſt that in the expreſſion of this ſentiment I 
have not uſed a language unbecoming the charac- 
ter with which I am inveſted, or the greatnels of 
the Sovereign and Country whoſe dignity and in- 
tereſts it is my primary duty to conſult and to 
maintain. I have the honour to. be, &c. 

(Signed) |  MarmesSBURY.. 


| No. XLIIL A. 7955 

Tu underſigned Miniſters Plenipotentigaith of 
the French Republic commiſſioned to treat of 
Peace with England have the honour to aſſure Lord 
Malmeſbury, Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Bri- 
tannic Majeſty, that the French Government wiſh- 
es as ſincerely, as ſtrongly as ever, a peace, deſired 
L2 by: 


(44 3 


by the two nations ; but pagble to conclude any 
other peace but ſuch a one as 1s founded on the 
laws and on the treaties which bind the French 
Republic, perſuaded, that, to arrive at this end, it 
is neceſſary to explain itſelf with entire frankneſs, 
and defirous of giving to the Negociation the great- 
eſt rapidity, the Executive Directory has expreſsly 
charged the underſigned to demand of Ld. Malmeſ- 
bury, whether he has ſufficient powers for reſtoring 
in. the treaty which may be concluded, to the 
French Republic and to its allies, all the poſſeſſions 
which, ſince the beginning of the War, have paſſed 
into the hands of the Engliſh. 

The underſigned are equally charged by the 
Executive Directory to demand trom Lord Malmet- 
bury an anſwer in the courſe of the day. They 
requeſt him to accept the aſſurances of their high 
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1 conſideration. (Signed) TREILHARD. 
il Liijle, 29 Fructidor, 5th year BONNIER. * 
1 the Republic, Sept. 15, 1797. . 
| 


By the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the 
8 rench Republic, the Secretary Gen. 
DERC HE. | 
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No. XLIV. B. | 

Tux underiigned Miniſter Plenipotentiary to his 
Britannic Majeſty receives with great ſatisfaction 
the expreſſion of the ſincere deſire for peace, which 
the Miniſter - Plenipotentiaries of the French Re- 
public announced to him yeſterday in the name of 
their Government. He has the honour to aſſure 
them, that the King his maſter is animated with 
the ſame defire, and has nothing more at heart 
than to put an end to the calamities of the War. 

With regard to the queſtion which the Miniſters 
Plenipotentiary of the French Republic addreſſed 
to Lord Malmeſbury concerning the extent of his 


full powers, he conſiders himſelf as having already 
given - 
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given the moſt unequivocal anſwer upon this ſub- 
1eR, in the two Notes which he delivered to their 
predeceſſors on the 15th and 24th of July. 

However, to avoid allwiſunderſtanding, herenews 
the declaration, which he made yeſterday ; that is 
to ſay, that he neither can nor ought to treat upon 
any other principle than that of compenſations; a 
principle which has been formally recognized as the 
baſis of a treaty equally juſt, honourable, and ad- 
vantageous to the two powers. 

Lord Malmeſbury- requeſts the Miniſters Pleni- 
potentiary of the French Republic to accept the 
aſſurances of his high conſideration. 
| (Signed) MalhtzsBURT. 

Lifte, Saturday, L6th _ 1797. 10 A. M. 


No. . G. 
| Tux Miniſters. Plenipotentiaries of the French 
Republic, commiſſioned to treat of peace with Eng- 
land, have the honour to acknowledge the Receipt 
of the Anſwer of Lord Malmeſbury to the Note 
which was preſented to him 1 in the conference of 
yeſterday. _ 

It appears from this Anf r, and Gong the two 
Notes of the 15th, and 24th of July, to which it re- 
fers, that Lord Malmeſbury has not powers for a- 
greeing to the reſtitution of all the poſſeſſions 
which his Britannic Majeſty occupies, whether from 
the French Republic, or from its Allies. : 
In conſequence, while they reiterate to Lord 
Malmeſbury the moſt poſitive aſſurances of the ſen- 
timents of the French Government, the underſigned 
apprize him of a Decree of the Executive Directory 
which ſignifies that, in caſe Lord Malmeſbury ſhall 


declare himſelf not to have the neceſſary powers 


for agreeing to all the reſtitutions which the laws 
"or the treaties which bind the F rench Republic 
make 
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make indiſpenſable, he ſhall be to return, in four- 


and-twenty hours, to his Court, to aſk for ſuffici- 
ent powers. Lord Malmeſbury can ſee in this de- 
termination of the Executive Directory nothing 
elſe than an intention to haſten the moment when 


the Negociation may be followed up with the cer- 


tainty of a ſpeedy concluſion. 

The Miniſters Plenipotentiaries of the French 
Republic requeſt Lord Malmeſbury to accept the 
aſſurance of their high conſideration. (Signed) 

Liſie zoth Fructidor, TREILHARD. 


| th year of the Republic BoNNIER. 
(Sept, 16. her By the Miniſters Plenipoten- ' 


tiaries, the Sec. Gen. of the Legat. 
DERCHE. 


No. 'XLVI. D. 


Tir underſigned Miniſter Plenipeientiary of 
his Britannic Majeſty has the honour to acknow- 


ledge the receipt of the Note of this day, which 


has been ſent him by the Miniſters Plenipotentia- 
ry of the French Republic. 

Whatever regret he may experience at ſeein g 
the hope of a ſpeedy conciliation, thus deſtroyed, 
he can return no other anſwer to a refuſal ſo abſo- 
lute to continue the Negociation on grounds 
which appeared to have been already agreed upon, 


than by demanding the neceſſary paſſports for him- 


ſelf and his ſuite, in order that they may ſet off 
within the four- and twenty hours, and return im- 
mediately to England. 

He requeſts the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the 
French Republic to accept the aſſurances of his 
high conſideration. 


81 gned MALMESBURY. | 


Li ite, Saturday, 164% Sepr er, 8 P. M. 
No. 
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Ty Ne. SAKE 
Taz underſigned Miniſters Flenipotentiwny: of 
the French Republic, , commiſſioned to treat of 
Peace with England, have the honour to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of Lord Malmeſbury's anſwer 
to the Note which they addrefled to him this day. 
They think it right to obſerve to him, that he does 
not appear to have ſeized the real meaning of their 
Note; that it by no means contains a refuſal to con- 
tinue the Negociations, but, on the contrary, the 
means for giving them activity, and for following 
them up with a ſucceſs, no leſs deſirable to the two 
nations, than it would be flattering to the Miniſters 
charged with the conduct of them. 

The French Government is ſo far from enter- 
taining the intentions which the Note of Lord 
Malmeſbury appears to impute to them, that the 
Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic 
have received no order to quit Liſle, after the de- 
parture of the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His Bri- 
tannic Majeſty. 

The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
public requeſt Lord Malmeſbury to accept the aſ- 
tarances of their high conſideration. (Signed) 

Lifle, 30 Fructidor, 5th year © TrREILHARD. 

of the French Republic, BONNIER. 

Sept. 16, 1797. By the Miniſters Plenipo- 
 tentiary, the SEC. Gen. of the Legation. 

: Dercns. 
No. XLVIIL F. 

The underſigned Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his 
Britannic Majeſty has the honour to acknowledge 
the receipt ot the Note which the Miniſters Pleni- 
potentiary of the French Republic tranſmitted to 
him yeſterday, through the hands of the Secretary 
General of their Legation. He thinks he cannot an- 
ſwer it better than by ſubmitting to them in his 


turn the following obſervations: | 
” That 
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That having already by his Note, dated July 
24. and in obedience to the expreſs orders of his 
Court, given an anſwer to the queſtion which is 
now ſo unexpectedly renewed, a queſtion, that in 
appearance relates ſolely to the limits of his full 
powers, (which are in the moſt ample form), but 
which does in fact require a declaration of the 
whole extent of his inſtructions; and, not being 
authoriſed to quit the place of his deſtination with- 
out the expreſs orders of the King his Maſter, in 
any caſe except that of the rupture of the negotia- 
tion; he could not help conſidering a Note en- 
joining him, in conſequence of a decree of the 
Executive DireQory, to return to his Court in the 
ſpace of four-and-twenty hours, as ill calculated 
to accelerate the concluſion of Peace :. Neverthe- 
leſs, to anſwer the aſſurances of the Miniſters Ple- 
nipotentiary of the French Republic, and to teſtify 
his deſire to ſeize their real meaning with reſpect 
to which he ſhould be very ſorry to deceive him- 
ſelf, he thinks that it would be more ſatisfactory 
to meet once more; and, if the Miniſters Pleni- 
potentiary of the French Republic ſhould be of the 
lame Opinion, Lord Malmeſbury would propoſe that 
this meeting ſhould take place at an earlier hour 
than uſual, in order that he ma) have time to take 
juch ſteps as the reſult of their conferences may 
render neceſſary. _ He deſires the Miniſters Pleni- 
POtentiary of the French Republic to accept the 
aſſurances of his high conſideration. FA 


5 (Signed) MLMESBURT. 
Lille, Sunday, Sept. 17. 1797. 
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Tax underfi igned Miniſters Plenipotentiaty. of 
this French Republic, commiſſioned to treat' of 
Peace with England, have the honour to acxnow- 


ledge the receipt of the Note which the Miniſter . 
Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majeſty has tranſs 
| mitted to them this morning. Referring to the 


Notes addreſſed to Lord Malmeſbury on the 29th 


and 3oth Fructidor, and eſpecially to the firſt of | 
yeſterday, they agree to the Meeting which Lord 


Malmeſbury appears to . and propoſe the 
hour of non. | 
They requeſt Lord Malmeſbury to accept the 


: aſſurances of their high conſideration, 


(ey ol. TREILHARD« | 
BONNIERN. 
"Lit ut Co aplenentory Day, e 
5h Tear of the French Republic. 
WEE 7 Sept. 1797.7) 

N the Miniſters Piratpotenttarp, 
n, 15 e of the Legarion, 

; | 1 


No. La 


Diſpatch from Lord Grenville 10 Lord Malmeſbury, : 


dated Downing:ftreet, Sept. 22. I 7 97. 


Mr Lox, 

1 rave. had the honour of laying before his 
Majelty your Lordſhips diſpatches, in which you 
have given an account of the extraordinary con- 

duct of the new Plenipotentiaries of the French 


Republic, of the anſwers given by your Lordſhip 


to their unjuſtifiable demand, and of your conſe- 
quent departure from Liſle. | 


8 70 


— > - A — . 


> 
FR — — te = meg. — JOE . 5 8 : . 
— — mae — a” oe ey „ * n 2 ap FI * by * 
——— oro — —. — -. * * 99 ͤ˖· — 1 — _ = D l \ 
. 6 * he E — — IDS =_ 
CE ne Runnin rn ee I _ 3 — ro ae on 0 el LL 
6 RS . "OI — — n = — — — 1 = — — — — I 4 * 
— : : * 2 N rr — 8 — — _ — — 
* > 2 = ou > — 
4 — — W —— . Was — * —_ 


— ——ñ— — ok. ee Wc 
P 
— ihe K 


8 * 2 * „ 
EI 6 SE 


T have the ſatisfaction to be able to aſſure your 
Lordſhip, that his Majeſty has been pleaſed to ex- 
reſs his entire approbation of your Lordſhip's 
udicious and temperate conduct, in the unpre- 
cedented fituation in which you were placed, and 


of the manner in which you expreſſed yourſelf, 


both in your official Notes, and in your conver- 
ſation with the French Plenipotentiaries, as well 


as of that in which you have conducted yourſelf 


during the whole courſe of the negotiation, which 
ſeems too likely to be now brought to its cloſe. 
As it appears, however, that ſome further an- 


ſwer will probably be expected by the French 


Government to their late extraordinary demand, 
notwithſtanding the full and concluſive reply given 
in your Lordſhip's Notes, I have received the 
King's command to tranſmit to you the incloſed 


draft of a Note, which it is his Majeſty's pleaſure 


that your Lordfhip ſhould tranſmit to the Pleni- 
potentiaries at Lifle, by a Meſſenger whom 1 ſhall 
direct to be in readineſs for that purpole.. 
[Signs SRENVILLE. 
Right Honourable Lord Malmeſbury, 
| No. LI. x 
Taz underſigned Miniſter Plenipotentiary of 
his Britannic Majeſty has rendered to his Court a 
faithful account of the circumſtances that have 


' Interrupted the exerciſe of thoſe important func- 


tions which his Majeſty had been pleaſed to entruſt 
to him. His Majeſty has deigned to honour with- 
his entire approbation the anſwers which the un- 
derſigned has already made ta the extraordinary 
and unexpected demands which the new Plenipo- 


tentiaries of the French Republic addreſſed to him 
immediately upon their arrival at Lille, Os 


1 But, 


— 


: ER oo 
But, in order to leave no doubt reſpecting the 
nature and object of this demand, the underſigned 
has been expreſsly ordered to declare in the name 
of his Court, . 


— 


1. That the full po vers with which his Majeſty a 


had thought proper to furniſh him for negotiating 
and concluding a treaty of peace, are conceived 


and expreſſed in the moſt ample form, authoriſing 


the underſigned fully, and without reſerve, to ſign 
any treaty upon which he might agree with the 
French Plenipotentiaries, whatever its nature or 
conditions might be; conforming himſelf in all 
caſes to the inſtructions which he might receive 
from his Court. „„ 

2. That theſe full powers have been receive 
and recognized as ſufficient, as well by the Ple 
potentiaries with whom he has hitherto treated, 'as 
by the Directory themſelves, and that there is con- 
ſequently no room for any new diſcuſſion upon a 


ſubject which has already been cloſed by common 


agreement, and which moreover is not liable to 
any doubt or difficulty whatever; every thing 
which has been done hitherto, upon this ſubject, 


being entirely conformable to cuitonis long eſtab- 


liſhed and recognized by all the nations of Europe,. 

3. That the demand of the Directory therefore, 
in reality, refers not to the full powers ot the un- 
derſigned, but to the extent of his inſtructions, of 


which the Directory couid not, under any circum- 


ſtances, require auy communication, furtner than 
as the underſigned himicit might judge ſuch a 
communication conducive to the iuccels of the nes 
gociation; and that very far from being in a ſitu- 
ation to be called upon for any new explanations 
whatever, the underſigned had every reaton to 
N expect, 
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expect. from the repeated communications which 

had been made to him by the French Plenipoten- | 

tiaries, that he ſhould immediately receive a con- 

tre projet, of a nature to facilitate the further pro- 

greſs of the negociation which had been 8 

ed for more than two months. 

4. That the Court of London had good reaſon 
to be Hill more aſtoniſhed at the ſubſtance of the 
new demand made to the underſigned; : a demand 
relating to Preliminary conditions which had al- 
ready been rejected at the very commencement of 
the negociation, and from which the French Ple. 
nipotentiaries had in effect departed, by a formal 
Notification of the meaſures which the DireQory 
were in conſequence taking for the purpoſe of 
coming to ſome arrangement with their allies. 

5. That it is therefore only by conſenting to 

treat upon the baſis of the project, detailed with 

ſo much openneſs, which was preſented by the 

underſigned a few days after his arrival at Liſle, 

or by returning a contre projet of a conciliatory 
nature, agreeably to the aſſurances which he re- 
ceived ſo long ago, that it appears poſſible to con- 
tinue the negociation which the Plenipotentiaries 
have ſo ſtrongly aſſured him that the Directory 
did not wiſh to break off, notwithſtanding the 
meaſures lately adopted with reſpect to him: A 
meaſure which the underſigned forbears to cha- 
racterize, but which could not fail to produce in 
this country the impreſſion of a diſpoſition by no 
means pacitic on the part of the DireQory, 

. The underſigned is directed to add, that his 
Majeſty would lee with real regret the certainty of 
the exiſtence of ſuch a diſpoſition, ſo little com- 

* with the ardent defire with which he is 


animated 
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animated to reſtore peace to the two nations; but 


that if, without having himſelf contributed to it 


on his part, he ſhould again find himſelf under 


the . neceſſity of continuing the war, he will con- 
duct himſelf upon every occaſion agreeably to the 
ſame principles, doing every thing which can de. 
pend upon him for the re eſtabliſhment. of peace, 
but perſiſting to defend, with an unſhaken firm. 


of his people. 


neſs, the dignity of his Crown, and the intereſts. 


The Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Britannic 
Majeſty, Tequeſts the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of 
the French Republic to accept the affurance of his 


high conſideration. | 


London, the 22d of September 1797. 
Ne, Tat 


1 8 . Tun Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French 5 
Republic, commiſſioned to treat of peace with 
England, have received the Note, dated from 


London, which has been brought to them by an 
extraordinary meſſenger, from Lord Malmeſbury. 
i hey. have the honour to anſwer to him, that their 
note of the 29th Fructidor, to which they refer, 
oftered the double aſſurance of the ſettled intention 
of the French Government to continue the nego- 


tion not to agree to any other conditions than ſuch 
as are compatible with the dignity of the French 
n,, . rt 
2 peace, of which the baſis ſhould be contrary 
to the laws, or to the engagements taken with its 


allies, would never ſatisfy the hopes of the nation. 
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It is a pointt from which the Executive Directory 
has never departed, and upon which its ſentiments 
have never varied. | : ET 

Lord Malmeſbury having formerly declared in his 
notes of the 15th and 24th of July, and in the laſt 
inſtance in that of the 17th September, that he had 
not the powers neceſſary for reſtoring the Dutch 
and Spaniſh poſſeſſions, occupied by the troops of 
his Britannic Majeſty, the Executive Directory 
has given a new proof of its openneſs, and of its 
deſire to accelerate the concluſion of peace, in re- 


quining Lord Malmefbury to return to his Court, 


for ihe purpoie of obtaining the authority, without 
which he cannot conclude; a meaſure rendered 
neceliary by the declaration ot the Miniſter Pleni- 
potentiary of his Britannic Majeſty, and upon 
which it is impoſſible to give a wroug impreſſion to 
auy thinking and impartial mijn. 
Ihe Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 


public requeſt Lord Maimetbury to accept the aſ- 


{urances ot their high contideration. | Signed) 
Ee 7 5 TREILHARD, 
| EE BUNN1kRe 

7 5 . dz agenx. 
Liſle, 4th Vendemaire, 5th Tear of ihe Ropublic. 
Chi. 2510 17974) | * 


Tux Miniſters Plenipotentiaries of the French 
Republic, charged to treat for peace with Eng- 
land, have the honour to inform Lord Malmeſ- 
buty. that having tent a copy of his laſt note to 
ther? Government, the Executive Directory has 

dir cted them to declare in its name, that it has 


never Cculcd to wiſh for peace; that it gave an 


unequivocal 


dl 


* 


„ 
unequivocal proof of the ſentiment which animates 
it, when it ordered the Miniſters Plenjpotentiary 
of the Republic to require a categorical explana- 
tion as to the powers given by the Engliſh govern- 
ment to its Miniſter Plenipotentiary; that this de- 
mand had, and could have, no other object but to 
bring the negociation to a ſpeedy and ſucceſsful 


iſſue. | | 


That the order given to the Plenipotentiaries of 


the Republic to remain at Liſle after the departure 


of Lord Malmeſbury, is another proof that the Di- 
rectory had deſired and foreſeen his return with 
powers that ſhould not be illuſory, and the limita- 
tion of which ſhould no longer be a pretext for de- 
laying the concluſion of peace! e d 
That ſuch are ſtill the hopes and intentions of 
the Executive Directory, which enjoins the Mi. 
niſters Plenipotentiary of the Republie not to quit 
Liſle till the continued abſence of the Negociator 
ſhall no longer leave any doubt of the intention of 
his Britannic Majeſty to break off all negociation: 
That conſequently the z 5th Vendemaire ( 6th of 
October old ſtyle) is the period fixed for the recall 
of the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republic, ſuppoſing that at that time the Miniſter 
Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majeſty ſhall not 
have arrived at Liſle, *© * =o 
Ihe Executive Directory will feel the greateſt 
regret that a reconciliation already twice attempt- 
ed, ſhould not be perfected; but its conſcience, 
and the whole of Europe will bear it teſtimony, 
that it is the Engliſh Government alone that will 
have inflicted the fcourge of war upon the two - 
nations. | | 
The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
public entreat the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his 
= | 2] Britannic 
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Britannic Mite to  nccept the - aſurances of aer 


high conſideration. 4 
| | (Signed) | TREILHARD: | — 


BONNE. 
Tue Sec. of the Leglation, A 
DERCHE. 
Lite, rot e 6th year of the Frenc 
Republic. (October 1. 1797.) . 


| * No. LIV. ROE: lg to 
55 Tas a having laid ali e King Wo 
Miniſtry: the Note of the Plenipotentiaries of the 
* Republic, is directed to obſerve to them 
That it is only in conſequence of the formal and 1 
fitive' injunction of the Directory that he quitted 2 
iſle ; that his powers. were neither. illuſory nor 
- Jmited; and that 'nothing was omitted on his par, 
10 accelerate the.nepociation, which has been mee 
5 retarded by; the delays 0 che Directory, and which 
at this moment is only ſuſpended by its A. ; 
Wich regard to the penewal of the conſeretices,”- 55 
= underſigned, can nl refer to his laſt Note, 1 
Re has exp] with frankneſs and. pegel. 
4 the op means which remain for continuing 
2 55 the negociation ; obſerving at the fame time that 
the, King could 2 longer, treat in an enemy's 
WE being certain that the cuſtoms ' 
© if 8 red oft all civilized nations, with re- 
. 2570 to 5 Miniſters, and eſpecially to thoſe | 
_ "charged or. the re-eftabliſhment of 
Blk be relpefted for the future in OP 0 
pn of 2 55 
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